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WHY YOU NEED The Presbyterian Journal 


a. It is a Church paper which presents the work and 
problems of the church so that its readers can intelli- 
gently pray and work. 


b. In no Christian journal in America can you find more 
thought provoking editorials—editorials which re- 
flect our reformed theology and look at the church 
and the world in the light of that theology. 


c. It is a magazine which stands uncompromisingly for 
the full integrity and authority of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. Because of this, all editorials and articles main- 


tain God’s complete sovereignty in every avenue of 
life. 


d. In The Presbyterian Journal you will not only get 
exceptional articles and editorials but also a full ex- 
position of the Sunday School lesson, a program for 
Young People, help for Women’s programs, News of 
the Church, Book Reviews and a wealth of material 
to help your spiritual life and make you a more in- 
telligent and useful Christian. ; 


There are some things you cannot afford to do (without. 
THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


is one of them. 
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LETTERS 


THE EDITOR 











Sir: 


An article in the Aug. 19 edition 
of the SPJ gave what I considered 
a “low blow” to one of the speakers 
at Montreat. In the little article “Dr. 
Sprunt Inspires Conference” you 
compliment Rev. Lancaster and then 
turn about and stab him in the back 
while holding his hand. 


Personally I thought, as did many 
others, that he greatly inspired the 
group, and he caused me to leave the 
worship service more ready to “bear 
my cross.” The task of “Christianiz- 
ing the Christians,” as he said, needs 
more emphasis. Especially so when 
one Christian writes a back-handed 
comment about another Christian. 


Such writing reminds me of some 
elders (not mine) who sleep through 
sermons and can be awakened only 
by the proclamation of heresy. Then 
they rise to the defense of the Gos- 
pel as great heroes of the cause. The 
great Biblical heroes went wide- 
awake to preach and teach. I hope 
in the future articles the comments 
will help to unify, edify, and create 
love among the saints. And that of 
the SPJ writers themselves it will 
not be said that “One thing Mr......... 
need not have said:” can be men- 
tioned by readers of the SPJ. 


Sincerely, 
Robert L. Conner 
Millbrook, Ala. 





Sir: Upon my return from a tour 
of the British Isles, I found my Pres- 
byterian Journals, along with a big 
bundle of mail, awaiting me a 
When I glanced through them I saw 
“Lest We Forget.”” Being curious, I 
began reading and continued to read. 
You may know how much these ar- 
ticles meant to me when I tell you 
that my mind was full of that kind 
of thing because of my visit to the 
John Knox house in Edinburgh... 
I am wondering, though, if in our 


enjoyment of these great freedoms, 
we are not obvious to the fact that 
we could fail to pass it on down to 
future generations to enjoy because 
of our taking it so for granted. I 
say this because of an experience 
which I personally had: I visited a 
friend in a sister denomination and, 
on her invitation, visited the Bible 
class on Sunday morning. The teach- 
er was wonderfully attractive, but 
she did not know her Bible and in a 
number of cases held it up to either 
question or ridicule I am so 
thankful that you are doing some- 
thing about this situation. 


Mrs. R. S. McClannoch 
Beaumont, Texas 





Sir: We read with great interest 
the reprint, “America, Wake Up!” 
Dr. Bell and your magazine are to be 
congratulated on an excellent piece 
of work. 

Jane Buckley Smith 
The National Review 
New York City 





EDITOR’S NOTE — We have now 
received orders for over 10,000 re- 
prints of this particular article. 





Sir: Enclosed please find check 
for my renewal I operate a 
beauty shop at home, where the 
Journal is always asked for by my 
clients of all denominations . . . We 
need said what you are not afraid 
to say. 

Mrs. Lillian Humphreys 
Atlanta, Georgia 





_ Sir: My daughter and I are en- 
joying the Lutheran Nurses’ Retreat 
here at Dakota, Minnesota. Since 
doctors and nurses and ministers and 
chaplains are now working closer to- 
gether every year, I wonder if the 
staff of your magazine might not 
be able to work up a retreat near 
our Presbyterian doctors and nurses 
— maybe at Montreat? 


Mrs. T. A. Murphy, R.N. 
Albany, Georgia 





EDITOR’S NOTE — Anyone in- 
terested? 


Sir: I was delighted to see Dr. 
Bell’s editorial on, “Lady Chatterly’s 
Lover,” quoted in the Atlanta Daily 
Constitution. More power to the 
Journal and her defense of the truth 


is my prayer! 
Mrs. W. T. Kelly 
McDonough, Georgia 





Sir: Thank you so much for your 
faithful editorials . . . Some of us 
are not gifted to say how we think 
and it is very thrilling to find oneself 
reading from another the very con- 
clusions the Holy Spirit has brought 
one to in meditation. 


Mrs. John Robertson Pau! 
Charleston, S. C. 





Sir: Here in Rio de Janeiro in the 
biggest shop for articles of the Ro- 
man Catholic faith and superstition, 
where they have a colossal collection 
of idols for sale, they have Sallman’s 
imagination, known in America as 
“Head of Christ,” prominently dis- 
played in their main window, almost 
exactly as the group of Presbyterians 
had it, suffused with soft and colored 
lights — just what appeals to the 
senses — and I thought of Dr. Rob- 
inson’s strong protest in the Journal 
for May 13th, and decided to write 
and let you know. 


You will never see the King James 
Bible, the Westminster Confession of 
Faith, Sermons of John Knox, or any 
Protestant work in that large store. 
You will find incense, _ censers, 
candles, images, beads, missals, bre- 
viaries, crucifixes of brass and silver, 
medals of saints, scapulars, wafers, 
holy-water, relics, disciplines, hair- 
shirts, and even priests’ garb, but 
nothing which is Protestant in the 
slightest degree. The place is always 
full of militant Romanists, monks, 
nuns, priests, Monsignors, Bishops, 
even Cardinals, and everything they 
sell is stamped and approved by the 
authorities, the big cathedral and 
several Romanist strongholds being 
in the neighborhood. Need anything 
more be said? 

Ernest B. Michaelis 
Petropolis, Brazil 





Sir: Your paper is surely needed 
and I always am glad to get its com- 
fort. Everywhere I meet the lack 
of confidence in the Bible, but I do 
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find many who would like to know 
more about it, for ignorance is 


astounding. 
J. V. N. Talmage 
Bellaire, Texas 





Presbyterian School. of 


Christian Education 


(General Assembly's Training School) 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S&S. 
1205 Palmyra Avenue 
Richmond 27, Virginia 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, 
North Carolina 


To the Editors: 


Recently I spent two Sundays at 
Montreat. During the public wor- 
ship in the auditorium, a concern was 
deepened in me which for years had 
been present. It is this: The life of 
our church would be measurably en- 
riched if an adequate pipe organ 
could be provided for use in Ander- 
son Auditorium. 


The congregational singing was 
very inadequately reinforced by the 
electronic organ, presently in use. 
The singing of the magnificant Bee- 
thoven Hallelujah Chorus by the Mu- 
sic School Chorus of 200 voices had 
to be supported by the piano, where- 
as with genuine pipe organ sonorities, 
the impact would have been spirit- 
ually tremendous. During the music 
conference attended by nearly 500 
musicians from the entire nation and 
beyond, organ instruction and recitals 
had to be given on inadequate instru- 
ments. 


I can name hundreds of Presby- 
terian congregations which possess 
pipe organs costing forty to sixty 
thousand dollars, and yet we have 
permitted the center of Presby- 
terianism in the Southeast to min- 
ister to tens of thousands of church 
people each season with an instru- 
ment of very limited resources. 


Surely there must be an individual 
or individuals who sense the amazing 
opportunity of providing our entire 
denomination with a pipe organ of 
nobility, versatility and strength, in- 
stalled in Anderson Auditorium as 
a permanent memorial dedicated to 
the glory of God and the edification 
of an entire segment of this nation. 


A representative committee of our 
church organists could certainly as- 
sist in the determination of adequate 
specifications of such an instrument. 
In my opinion a gift of approximately 
sixty thousand dollars would be suf- 
ficient. 

Sincerely, 


James R. Sydnor 


Sirs: Our young people have 
chosen your youth program material 
from several samples of different 
publications which were presented to 
them. It is the clearest, most com- 
prehensive, presentation of the Re- 
formed Faith for young people. 
Needless to say, I was quite pleased 
with their insight and discernment. 


Paul G. Settle 
Winfield, West Virginia 





Sir: I have just read in the New 
Orleans Times-Picayune that Dr. G. 
Aiken Taylor has been elected Edi- 
tor of the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal . . . I take this occasion to 
commend you for the many years of 
faithful service that you have ren- 
dered to the cause of conservative 
Presbyterianism throughout the 
country There are literally 
hundreds who share the same feeling 
that I do toward you and the splen- 
did work behind which yours has 
been the motivating force. Our 
thoughts and prayers will continue 
to be with you. 

George D. Ernest, Jr. 
New Iberia, Louisiana 





Sir: With reference to the agita- 
tion about capital punishment: — 
It seems to me that this, like so many 
other matters presently disturbing 
the church, is primarily due to a 
lack of a thorough knowledge and 
understanding of the teachings of 
the Westminster Confession of Faith, 
Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian 
Religion, and the Holy Bible — 
(Genesis 9:6; Numbers 35:31-33; 
Romans 13:4) to cite just a few 
passages. 

Arthur Lefevre, Jr. 
Houston, Texas 





Sir: Enclosed please find check to 
insure our subscription until 1961. 
Yours is a wonderful paper and we 
often pass it on to others. It is a 
source of great comfort and en- 
couragement. 

Miriam Hughes 

Englewood, N. J. 


Sir: You have been very coura- 
geous to print the booklet on the Na- 
tional Council of Churches — For 
many the unforgiveable sin is even 
so much as to question or doubt any- 
thing about the NCC. I would like 
to assure you of my prayers. The 
more you print the truth the more 
Satan will continue his attacks; as 
you know Christ was wounded in 
the house of His friends, so we will 
be opposed even within the house 
of one’s own denomination. 


Hugh Fleming 
Sussex, N. B., Canada 


Sir: Glad to see you exhorting us 
to preach our Lord’s return. — You 
ask why this isn’t preached and 
prayed for by many ... We are 
too comfortable. 


Rev. N. Caswell, B.A. 
Dundalk, Ont., Canada 





GEORGIA 
Death of Dr. B. A. Mcllhany 


Atlanta — (PN) — Dr. Bernard 
Ashby Mcllhany, 64, Treasurer of 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S., Board 
of Annuities and Relief since Oct. 
1952, died in St. Joseph’s Hospital 
here early Aug. 21, following exten- 
sive surgery. 


Dr. MclIlhany began work with 
Ministerial Relief when he came in 
1949 as assistant to the executive 
secretary of the then Executive Com- 
mittee on Christian Education and 
Ministerial Relief. The Board of An- 
nuities and Relief came into being in 
1950, and Dr. Mcllhany continued 
to serve under the new Board. 


A native of Radford, Va., and a 
former moderator of the Synod of 
Missouri, he held pastorates in Mis- 
souri and South Carolina, and was for 
one year following his ordination by 
Montgomery Presbytery in 1929 the 
assistant pastor of St. Andrew’s 
Parish in Edinburgh, Scotland. 


He received his B.A. and D.D. de- 
grees from Hampden-Sydney College 
in Virginia. He studied for one year 
in the Harvard University School 
of Business Administration and did 
post graduate work at the University 
of Virginia. His B.D. degree was 
earned at Union Theological Semi- 
nary in Richmond, Va. He continued 
his studies at the University of Edin- 
burgh. 


Survivors include his wife, the for- 
mer Mattielou Horne of Monticello, 
Fla., whom he married in September, 
1929; and their children: Mrs. Frank 
A. Kendall of Long Island City, N.Y.; 
Bernard A. Mcllhany, Jr., Decatur, 
Ga.; and Milton H. MclIlhany of Long 
Island City. Also a sister, Mrs. H. 
J. Burnett of Charleston, W. Va., 
and a brother, W. H. MclIlhany of 
Roanoke, Va. 


Funeral services were held Aug. 
22 at 2.30 p. m. in the chapel of 
the Decatur Presbyterian Church 
with Dr. Vernon Broyles and the 
Rev. George Wright officiating. 
Burial was in the Decatur cemetery. 
Pall-bearers were Mr. Tom Brisen- 
dine; a representative of the Georgia 
Tech chapter of Theta Chi Fra- 
ternity; and members of the Tri Mu 
Bible Class of the North Avenue 


(Continued on Page 20) 
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EDITORIAL 


Church Leaders Call for Prayer 
Washington. 


The implication of Premier Khrushchev’s visit to the United States has caused great concern to many groups. 


At a meeting in Washington the representatives of some twenty national organizations (representing ten mil. 
lion members) had an informal discussion on what possible good might be salvaged from the visit of one 


whose cruelties have shocked decent people throughout the world. 


The predominant thought expressed at 


the meeting was that the visit should occasion sincere prayer on the part of all Christians. 


Admiral Ben Moreell, retired board chairman of 
Jones and Laughlin Steel Corp., called for an inter- 
denominational, nation-wide day of prayer to coincide 
with the arrival in the United States (September 15) 
of Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev. 

In a plea which won endorsement from prominent 
clergymen, Moreell also urged that cities on Khrush- 
chev’s itinerary arrange special church services on 
the day of his visit. 

Moreell, an active Episcopalian laymen and war- 
time organizer of the Seabees, made public the pro- 
posal after meeting representatives of a number of 
national patriotic organizations. 


“There was general concensus,” he said, “that while 
we should refrain from any demonstrations of hos- 
tility, it would be right and proper that Mr. Khrush- 
chev’s arrival in this country should be set aside as a 
day of prayer in all the churches of the land.” 


Moreell said it was generally agreed that “since we 
are a people whose trust is in God, and whose social 
structure has its roots founded deeply in our religious 
beliefs, the moral implications of the visit far outweigh 
all the others.” 


“We believe,” he added, “that this is the time for 
Americans to seek strength and guidance from the 
Source of all power and all wisdom.” 

Leading clergymen who endorsed Moreell’s idea in- 
clude evangelist Billy Graham; Dr. Frederick Brown 
Harris, chaplain of the U. S. Senate; Dr. George L. 
Ford, executive director of the National Association 
of Evangelicals; Dr. Jesse M. Bader, general secre- 
tary of the World Convention of Churches of Christ; 
Dr. Robert J. Lamont, minister of First Presbyterian 
Church in Pittsburgh; and Dr. John Edwards, as- 
sistant minister of National Presbyterian Church, 
where President Eisenhower worships in Washington. 

“T heartily endorse Admiral Moreell’s proposal that 
Premier Khrushchev’s day of arrival should occasion 
a day of prayer on the part of the nation,” said Gra- 
ham. “I would encourage all Christians, ministers 
and lay, to pray for Khrushchev’s physical safety while 
he is our guest and also to pray for his soul's salva- 
tion.” 

Lamont said he hoped that the suggested day of 
prayer would be “a part of the nation’s witness to 
Khrushchev.” “Since he will be exposed to the ma- 
terial prosperity and the armed might of the nation,” 
he added, “certainly he should, if even indirectly, be 
exposed to the spiritual strength of the nation.” 

Edwards urged also that “the Sunday of Khrush- 
chev’s visit should be an occasion when all Christians 
attend church, so that Khrushchev will be treated to 
the sight of people on their way to worship rather 
than cutting their lawns or playing golf.” 


Ford Said: “This demonstration is an opportunity 
to manifest Christian courtesy and consideration to- 
ward Khrushchev, not because he deserves it, but be- 
cause we should love our enemies and pray for those 
who persecute us” (a reference to Matthew 5:44). 





Suggestions for the Day of Prayer 


Christ, the Lord of both Church and Nation, has 
instructed his followers to pray for their enemies and 
admonishes prayer for all nations and their rulers. 

During the period of prayer, passages of Scripture 
mav be read as the following: If Chronicles 7:12-22: 
Psalms 20, 59, 62, 121, 124: Matthew 5:43-48: Ro- 
mans 12:17; Romans 13. 


Petitions may be addressed to God: 


1. that Khrushchev may be delivered from physi- 
cal harm during his brief sojourn and that his 
soul may be saved; 

2. that the President may receive wisdom in his 
conversations with Khrushchev; 

3. that Christians behind the iron and bamboo 
curtains may be delivered from persecution and 
may gain the liberty to worship God; 

4. that captive nations may be free from tyranny: 


ir 


that Americans may demonstrate with deeds as 
well as words their trust.in God rather than in 
prosperity and arms; 

6. that Americans mav know the difference be- 
tween a morality based on a belief in God, and 
religion consisting of worship of the State; 
that America repents of national sins and re- 
turns to a sincere worship of God through 
Christ the Saviour. 


~ 





Let Us Consider 


RELIGION IN THE SCHOOLS 


Arguments are advanced by non-Christians, as well 
as some Christians, that our constitution forbids the 
teaching of religion in tax supported institutions. 


That such may be taught on the basis of released 
time should go without saying. 


Furthermore, it would seem reasonable that the 
Ten Commandments be read, without comment, each 
day in student assembly. Protestants, Catholics and 
Jews all have this portion of God’s holy Law in com- 
mon and the reading of the Ten Commandments 
could have a profound effect on all the children, pat 
ticularly those from godless homes. 
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Parents who deny all religious faith might have 


| their children excused when the Ten Commandments 
| are read. 


But the emphasis we would like to make is in an 
entirely different direction: 

If the teaching of religion is not permissible in our 
state supported institutions then the teaching of anti- 
religious views and reflections against the Christian 
faith should not be tolerated for one minute. Wher- 
ever students report their teachers or professors as 
casting reflections on their faith these incidents should 
be reported and remedial action taken. 


The law should work both ways: so far it has not. 





HAPPINESS VS PLEASURE 


One of the basic philosophies of America is the 
belief that all men are created with certain inalien- 
able rights, among them the right to life, freedom 
and the pursuit of happiness. 


This hypothesis may need amplifying but when it 
comes to the “pursuit of happiness”, Christians need 
to make a clear distinction between happiness and 
pleasure. 

Happiness is in reality a sense of well being which 
belongs solely to those who are at peace with their 
Maker. Happiness is unselfish, is increased by giving 
it to others, and is the outer expression of an inward 
JOY. 

Pleasure on the other hand may be utterly selfish. 
It is usually the seeking of something which brings 
temporary satisfaction and it can be deadly, if mis- 
directed. 

In seeking for pleasure men have ruined their 
bodies and their souls and brought sorrow to loved 
ones and friends. 

In seeking happiness we can bring great blessings 
to ourselves and to those with whom we come in con- 
tact. 





CAPITAL PUNISHMENT 
The present agitation for the abolishing of capital 
punishment needs very careful study. 


The argument that capital punishment does not 
deter crime, and is therefore not remedial, is not valid. 
Capital punishment was instituted as punishment, 
and any deterring of crime as a result is incidental 
and not primary. 


A careful study of the New Testament nowhere 
indicates that the love of God, in Christ, lessens the 
value of human life. The: “Whoso sheddeth man’s 
blood, by man shall his blood be shed for in the 





image of God made He man,’ of Genesis 9:6 would 
seem to be substantiated by Romans 13, where the 
Christian is admonished as follows.: “Let every soul 
be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no 
power but of God: the powers that be are ordained 


of God For rulers . . . are the minister 
of God to the Thee for good. But if thou do that 
which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword 
in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to 
execute wrath upon him that doeth evil.” 


Is the “sword”” merely a symbol? It would appear 
that it was an instrument of punishment, even to 
execute the wrath of God against those who take hu- 
man life. 


Is it not significant that our Lord chose to meet 
His death by means of the capital punishment of His 
day? He died as a common criminal — the capital 
punishment of a common criminal: and, He did not 
protest the execution of those crucified with Him. 


Shall the Church lower the value of human life to 
promote a sentimentality which could well prove 
detrimental to society as a whole? 


Many years ago the writer was on two occasions an 
official witness at executions in the electric chair. 
These were terrible experiences which he would never 
wish to repeat. But the deliberate murder of any 
person is a crime for which there seems to be no 
other adequate punishment. 

Before we change this law let us carefully study 
God's Word, consider all of the implications, and 
seek His guidance. 


—L. N. B. 





Division ef Consolidated Presbyterian 
College of 8 of N. Cy 
EDUCATIUNAL CELLENCE FOR 
OUR MOST VALUABLE ASSET— 

OUR YOUTH. 





Chapter, Phi 
Theta Kapps 


EASTERN TRANSIT STORAGE CO. 


LOCAL AND LONG DISTANCE 
\MOVING AND STORAGE 


TO OR FROM 48 STATES, MEXICO AND CANADA 
CALL COLLECT ANY TIME 


CHARLOTTE, N.C SPARTANBURG S.C 
FR 6-1636 2-5067 


Louis C. LAMOTTE, PRESIDENT 
Maxton North Carolina 
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KING COLLEGE 


Presbyterian . . . Co-educational . . . Founded 1867 


influences. 
Four-year Liberal Arts, Sciences, Business Education. Four 
(1) Competitive, (2) Academic, (3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. One 
hundred forty-five acre campus. Athletics. Dormitories. Summer Session. 

Board, room, and tuition, $1037.00. Catalog and illustrated booklet. 


R. T. L. LISTON, PRESIDENT — Box “J,” BRISTOL, TENN. 


Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian 





Fully accredited. 
Types of Scholarships: 
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Evangelism In The Loeal Church 


By A. F. Fogartie, D.D. 


EDITOR’S NOTE: This is an address given before the annual meeting of the supporters of the JOURNAL. 
There was an immediate request for reprints and these are being made and may be secured from the office of 
the JOURNAL at $1.00 per dozen or $6.00 per hundred postpaid. 


The perimeter of evangelism in the local church is 
limited. The opportunity is unlimited. 


The perimeter is limited by the preposition “in”. 
Were the preposition “by”, we would look farther 
afield. We draw this distinction for the sake of clari- 
fication — not to limit the work of Evangelism, for 
“the field is the world”, and the Lord’s command is 
“Go ye into all the world” with the message of re- 
demption. But our subject here is “IN the local 
church”, and the work is “Evangelism”. 


EVANGELISM DEFINED. 


The dictionary gives a very simple definition of 
Evangelism, “The preaching of the Gospel”. 


Usually we think of preaching as a discourse de- 
livered from the pulpit, the sermon. But we would 
include any definite, positive proclamation of the 
Gospel in preaching — such as teaching, or even in- 
timate conversation between two people about the 


Gospel. 


The word “Gospel” has been abused by misapplica- 
tion, and many things have been termed “gospel” 
which are not. We turn to Paul for our definition; 
“that Christ died for our sins according to the Scrip- 
tures; that He was buried, and that He rose again 
the third day according to the Scriptures.” (I Cor. 
15:3-4). Or, that “He was delivered for our offenses, 
and was raised again for our justification (Rom. 4: 
25). Again — “For He hath made Him to be sin 
for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in Him.” (II Cor. 5:21). 
When Paul said: “Woe unto me, if I preach not 
the Gospel!” (I Cor. 9:16), he was not speaking of 
health, nor of good cheer, nor of human charity, but 
only “Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.” (I Cor. 2:2). 
“God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is cruci- 
fied unto me, and I unto the world.” (Gal. 6:14) 


Evangelism is the preaching of the Gospel that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, God and Saviour — the only 
Redeemer of man from sin by His precious blood and 
the only giver of life that is everlasting. The task 
of the preacher is to prepare people for Eternity — 
that they may live the abundant life that shall con- 
tinue forever. 


THE LOCAL CHURCH. 


The Local Church — What is its condition? Is 
there need in the local church for Evangelism? 


One might send out questionnaires to discover need 
of the local church; or one might make a tour of the 
churches to find the answer. I fear the answers would 
not be satisfactory. Perhaps because the right ques- 


tions might not be asked, or because our powers of 
perception are limited. “Man looketh on the out- 
ward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart.” 


Turn to the Risen Lord who addressed letters to 
the seven churches in Asia Minor through the Apostle 
John. These were actual churches—‘local churches”. 
Our Lord walked in the midst of each, searching the 
innermost life of each with eyes which were “as a flame 
of fire’. The conditions He found still recur, and 
His words to them apply today for He changes not. 


Here is a local church called Ephesus. It is or- 
ganized to the nth degree. Its ecclesiastical ma- 
chinery runs smoothly. Doctrinally it is sound. No 
false teaching is tolerated. The budget is generous. 
But something is missing. Our Lord says to this local 
church: “Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, 
because THOU HAST LEFT THY FIRST LOVE”. 
the love for the crucified and risen Saviour, the love 
for Him who is the Head of the Church. The bride 
has grown cold toward the Bridegroom. That fervent 
first love has passed away. No longer does the 
fragrance of the alabaster box pervade the life of the 
congregation. The church has become “Big Business” 
and the church is cold spiritually — the warmth and 
blessedness of the love of Jesus is no more. Activit\ 
FOR the Lord does not take the place of neglect OF 
the Lord, and where love for Him fails, He is for 
gotten. Furthermore when He is not loved, people do 
not love one another. 


To this local church the Lord said, “Repent” — 
“change the inner man to meet God’s will” (Ampli 
fied N.T.), and come back to the fellowship of love. 
“Not everyone who saith unto Me, Lord, Lord, shal! 
enter the Kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the 
will of my Father who is in heaven.” 


Here is another local church — Pergamos. This 
church held fast to the name of Christ. She had not 
denied the faith, even under persecution. But search- 
ing this church our Lord saw that SATAN HAD 
HIS THRONE THERE; that the church tolerated 
those who followed the doctrine of Balaam. Where 
Satan’s throne is, Mammon is worshipped. B ut 
Balaam also went back to Israel and persuaded them 
to enter into social alliance with Moab. So this 
church had become involved in social relations with 
those whose life and practices were not Christian. It 
had led to a lower moral and spiritual life in the 
church. 


Then there was Thyatira. This local church suf 
fered from a cancerous growth; “Thou Sufferest 
THAT WOMAN JEZEBEL, who callest herself a 
prophetess, to teach and seduce my servants.” Now 
let us imagine a Jezebel who had her name upon 
the roll of that local church. She was a member of 
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the organization, but not a part of the organism of 
the Church of the Living God. She had an attractive 
personality, and was intellectually brilliant. She had 
her own “philosophy”, but as for miracles — No! 
She could not subscribe to the Virgin Birth, nor the 
bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ. In the books 
that came into the hands of her children she carefully 
removed the stains of the blood of the Lamb of God. 


What a lovely woman! What a wonderful teacher! 
— So people exclaimed. But our Lord, who names 
her, did not think so. 


Jezebel is with us in the local church. Not always 
a woman, not always confined to the pew, sometimes 
found in the pulpit. Witness the fact that today I 
know where members of a certain church are praying 
for the conversion of their minister. 


In a couples’ class a young pediatrician questioned 
the Divinity of Jesus Christ. A young lawyer answered 
him: “You can be Unitarian, or something with that 
faith, but not a Christian.” Jezebel! Her descendants 
live today in the local church. 


To the local church at Sardis our Lord said: 
“Thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.” 
Fast asleep. Needing awakening. A church satisfied 
with what it had become. No vision of a larger life 
and ministry. 


Finally, Laodicea is today repeated in churches 
without convictions, standing for nothing for they 
believe nothing. 


Christ Stands at the Door and Knocks at the door 
of the local church. He is asking to come in that He 
may right the wrongs, and minister to the deepest 
needs of the souls of men. How? We call it EVAN- 
GELISM, and it involves 


A MAN — A MESSAGE — A METHOD 


1. EVANGELISM NEEDS MEN. The Lord Jesus 
Christ depends upon men who hear His call “Follow 
Me”, and then hear His commission “As My Father 
hath sent Me, even so send I you”; men who “preach 
the Word”; who are “instant in season, out of season; 
reproving, rebuking, exhorting with all long suffer- 
ing and doctrine’; men who strive to follow Barnabas 
— “a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit”; men 
who have experienced Christ, who have found that 
He satisfies every need; men who live in the world, 
but are not of the world; men who belong to Jesus 
Christ, who cannot be controlled by the power and 
influence of the society in which they live; men who 
hide themselves behind Jesus Christ, who acknowl- 
edge His name above every name; men who love the 
Lord, and love their fellowmen. 


2. THE MESSAGE OF EVANGELISM. 


The message can be stated in one word CHRIST. 
There are five consonants in that blessed name, and 
one vowel, the vowel “I”. The goal of evangelism, 
the objective in preaching and teaching is to bring 
men, women and children to that faith which says: 
“I am in Christ” — “my life is hid with Christ in 
God”. Christ presented in His humiliation and ex- 
altation, in all the fulness of His being, in all His 
beauty, grace, love and power. 
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If a minister or teacher or leader feels that he is 
growing “stale”, let him center his devotional read- 
ing in the Gospels, taking one book at a time, and 
saturating his mind and soul with that book, reading 
— not to determine the content — but to see Christ 
and know Him. Stand with the Shepherds and Wise 
Men at the Manger. Walk with Christ in the hills 
and beside the sea. Behold His glory on the Mount of 
Transfiguration. Weep with Him at the tomb of 
Lazarus. Endure with Him at His trial. Suffer with 
Him upon the Cross. Rejoice at the empty Tomb. 
Stand with the disciples as He ascended, and hear the 
message of the angels, “This same Jesus — will come 
again.” 


The neglected One in the Church is often that Jesus 
Christ who said, “I will build my church”. Not, “I 
will build your church”, nor, “you will build my 
church”, but “J will build my church, and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it”. 


So often Satan’s throne is in the church, and Jeze- 
bel is there. They cooperate to eliminate the cruci- 
fied and risen Saviour, and undermine the authority 
of the Word of God. 


A questionnaire comes from a theological student 
seeking help in the preparation of his thesis for grad- 
uation. His theme is Christian Education. He asks 
about every department of the Church School and 
about the Youth Work, and the burden of his re- 
search is on the amount and variety of recreation 
provided. He isn’t asking, “Lord, teach us to pray”, 
but, “Lord, teach us to play.” 


The true Gospel, Christ-centered and delivered 
with regularity week after week will reach the minds 
and hearts of people and change their lives. An at- 
tractive young matron united with the church by 
certificate from another denomination. Her new 
church home was one in which Christ was exalted. 
In the course of time she came to her pastor with 
the happy confession: “I was a church member, now 
I am a Christian.” 


3. THE METHOD OF EVANGELISM IN THE 
LOCAL CHURCH. 


There is mass evangelism. There is person to per- 
son evangelism. Much has been said and written on 
both methods. Both are good. Both have their place. 
However, there are two IMPERATIVES that must 
undergird.any method used, furnishing power and in- 
spiration for the work of the minister throughout the 
whole year. Without these two nothing can be ac- 
complished for the Lord. 


(1) The First is Prayer. Prayer MUST precede 
plans and programs. Plans and programs should be 
born in prayer, maintained by prayer, concluded with 
prayer. 


It is significant that when “the Lord appointed the 
seventy and sent them two and two before His face 
into every city and place whither He Himself would 
come”, His first word of instruction was: “PRAY YE 
therefore the Lord of the harvest, that He would send 
forth laborers into His harvest.” It is also significant 


that when the seventy made their report He “re- 
joiced in spirit and said, I thank Thee Father, Lord 
of heaven and earth, that Thou hast hid these things 








from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them 
unto babes.” (Luke 10:1-2, 21). That Jesus prayed, 
and depended upon prayer is beyond argument. 


The familiar lines of Tennyson are true: ‘More 
things are wrought by prayer than this world dreams 
of.” 


Again, looking to Jesus: “As He was praying He 
was transfigured before them.” As men pray they are 
changed, and changed men change “things”. Con- 
ditions and situations are changed, and people are 
changed. A Christian woman prayed for twenty years 
for the salvation of her husband. He was saved. He 
entered wholly into the Christian life and practices. 
One of the members of the Men’s Class said, “You 
should hear Mr. John pray.” 


Prayer is evidence that one is a Christian. Said the 
Lord to Ananias concerning Saul of Tarsus: “Behold, 
he prayeth.” Are we not justified in asking — Is the 
church member a Christian who does not pray? Here 
is a field of evangelism in the local church — teach- 
ing people to pray. Bring them to Christ that they 
may learn to pray. 


A little grandson collapsed suddenly one morning 
and died. The grandmother, who was not rebelious, 
could not sleep that night. She went into the kitchen, 
and to use her own words she “argued with God”. 
Then she said, it was all right. She returned to her 
bed and slept peacefully. 


In the forty-one years of my ministry only one per- 
son has refused prayer. People want prayer, need 
prayer, and so many do not know how to pray. A 
great vacuum is created in the church by prayerless- 
ness. The church that wrestles with God in prayer 
is the church in which nothing becomes impossible. 


2) The Second Imperative For Evangelism In 
The Local Church Is The Holy Spint. These two 
imperatives are so closely knit that they cannot be 


separated. 


The Word of the Lord unto Zerubbabel, (Zech. 4: 
6), “Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, 
saith the Lord”, is the Word of the Lord to the 
Church today. In the letters to the seven churches 
our Lord repeatedly exhorts: “He that hath an ear, 
let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.” 


God does not withhold His Holy Spirit. He is 
willing to give His Spirit to any individual or group 
willing to receive Him — “If ye then, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts unto your children: how 
much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask Him.” He, the Third Person 
of the Holy Trinity, is available in the fulness of 
power and grace to make “the foolishness of preach- 
ing” effective in the lives of men, women and children 
to the glory of God. He teaches, guides and empowers 
the messenger of the Gospel. He convicts, convinces 
and converts the sinner. 


Without Him the messenger is as helpless as Sam- 
son in the wiles of Delilah. In the synagogue at 
Nazareth Jesus read from the prophet Isaiah — “The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He hath 
anointed me to preach.” Then He said, “This day is 
this scripture fulfilled in your ears” (Luke 4:18,21). 


If our Lord was dependent upon the Spirit, how 
much more are we? As the Holy Spirit empowered 
the disciples on the day of Pentecost, so He will em- 
power men today — if men ask for Him and yield 
themselves to Him. Men may not speak with tongues 
as at Pentecost, but the Holy Spirit will give men 
utterances that are beyond the devising of the human 
mind. 


NO TIME FOR DISCOURAGEMENT. 


In our efforts in the local church there may come 
at times a tendency to discouragement. At such times 
we must remember the Divine promise: “My Word 
shall not return unto me void.” We should remember 
the experience of Jonah after he learned that he could 
not run from God: “And the Word of the Lord came 
unto Jonah the second time, saying, Arise, go unto 


Ninevah, and preach unto it the preaching I bid 
thee.” 


Go back to Ninevah, pray, and preach the Word of 
God with utter dependence upon the Holy Spirit. 
God will honor such preaching with the fruit of 
transformed lives. To Him be the glory and honor 
for ever. Amen. 
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THE CASE FOR ORTHODOX THEOLOGY 


Edward John Carnell 
THE CASE FOR NEw REFORMATION THEOLOGY 
William Horden 


THE CASE FOR THEOLOGY IN LIBERAL PERSPECTIVE 
L. Harold DeWolf. Westminster Press. $3.50 each 


By REV. JNO. R. RICHARDSON, D.D. 


The Westminster Press requested Dr. Edward John 
Carnell, Professor of Apologetics at Fuller Theologi- 
cal Seminary to prepare the volume on THE CASE 
FOR ORTHODOX THEOLOGY, Dr. William Hor- 
dern, THE CASE FOR NEW REFORMATION 
THEOLOGY, and Dr. L. Harold DeWolf THE 
CASE FOR THEOLOGY IN LIBERAL PERSPEC- 
TIVE. Each author began with the same description 
for the purpose of the series and each was given 
freedom to state his case. None of the authors manu- 
scripts were completed. This trilogy aims to pro- 
vide for the lay person, student, teacher and minister 
a clear statement of three theological viewpoints by 
convinced adherents to these positions. 


O rthodox Theology 


Dr. Carnell defines orthodoxy as that branch of 
Christendom which limits the ground of religious au- 
thority to the Bible. Orthodoxy is friendly toward 
any effort that looks to Scripture; it is unfriendly 
toward any that does not. In setting forth his pur- 
pose, he indicates that his objective is to state and 
defend the orthodox faith, drawing on theology for 
the statement and on apologetics for the defense. Dr. 
Carnell draws heavily on Reformation sources and 
affirms that the Reformed Faith, despite its short- 
comings, is the most consistent expression of ortho- 
doxy. 


In the first chapter Dr. Carnell discusses the 
“Foundations” of orthodoxy. In this chapter he lays 
stress on the covenant with Abraham, the prophets 
and apostles, and the church as a fellowship of all 
who share in the blessings of the Abrahamic covenant. 
Concerning the Church, he says that the final norm 
is: Polity is good or bad to the degree that it pro- 
motes or hinders the fellowship. Too little rule 
invites anarchy and too much rule invites tyranny. 
In either case the fellowship is frustrated. 


In chapter two the author explains the meaning 
of the Christian faith. He sets forth the psychological 
basis and the normal quality of faith. He dis- 
tinguishes between general and vital faith. 


The subject of authority is the theme developed 
in chapter three. Orthodoxy, he says, is unique in 
that it argues for the plenary inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures. The author maintains that the written Word 
is the locus of confrontation with the living Word. 
When orthodoxy is asked why it accepts the Old 
estament as the inspired Word of God, it answers, 
“Because Jesus Christ, the Lord of the Church, did.” 
Che orthodox apologist rests his case on this single 
datum: “For Him who has been brought to Christ, 
and who on his knees worships Him as his Lord and 
his God, the end of all contradiction is hereby reached. 
When the Christ, whose Spirit witnessed beforehand 
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in the prophets, attributes such authority to the 
Scripture of the Old Covenant, and by His apostles 
indicates the ground for that authority in the the- 
opneusty, there is no power that can prevent the 
recognition of that authority by him who believes in 
Jesus. Not to recognize it would avenge itself in the 
representation that in the very holiest things Christ 
had wholly mistaken Himself. This would imply the 
loss of his Saviour.” 


Again the author adds, “Even radical critics ac- 
knowledge that Jesus believed in the divine authority 
of the Old Testament. Such critics merely reject the 
Lordship of Christ. Orthodoxy does not. When 
Christ speaks of the Scriptures, He means the Old 
Testament; and when He says that the Scriptures 
cannot be broken, He means they have the force of 
law and are to be received in the church on divine 
authority.” Thus we see that there is only one con- 
sistent position for the Church since Jesus received 
His doctrine from the Father. Everything Jesus says 
is true on divine authority. We learn that the for- 
tunes of distinctive Christianity are bound up with 
those of the Biblical doctrine of inspiration. 


Dr. Carnell devotes the fourth chapter to the study 
of hermeneutics from the orthodox point of view. 
Hermeneutics, he says, defines the rules that one 
follows when searching out the meaning of Scripture. 
These rules are not peculiar to Christianity. They 
differ in language, but not in substance, from the 
rules that educated people follow when searching 
out the meaning of any system of thought. 


Progressive revelation, says Dr. Carnell, is the key 
to Biblical hermeneutics. Revelation is not complete 
all at once. If the light with which it starts is dim, 
it grows clearer as the ages advance. Revelation has 
to take up man as it finds him, with his crude con- 
ception, his childlike modes of thought and expres- 
sion, his defective moral ideas and social institutions, 
and has to make the best of him it can. 

The rule that should govern Biblical hermeneutics 
are five. First, the New Testament interprets the 
Old Testament; secondly, the Epistles interpret the 
Gospels; thirdly, systematic passages interpret the 
incidental; fourthly, universal passages interpret the 
local; fifthly, didactic passages interpret the symbolic. 

The fifth chapter is devoted to the subject of “The- 
ology.” Since the entire Bible is inspired of God, the 
theologian must honor all the data of Scripture. 
Nothing is unimportant; nothing can be safely neg- 
lected. He avers, however, that Romans and Gala- 
tians are the highest ranking sources in theology for 
they alone develop the terms of the Abrahamic cov- 
enant in systematic and didactic language. From 
these two letters, the author sketches seven main 
themes that should be stressed in theology. 
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The subject of “Proof” comes in for the sixth chap- 
ter. The resurrection of Christ is described in this 
chapter as the proof that is of greatest value for the 
Church. He says, “The most celebrated event in the 
New Testament is the resurrection of Christ 
Certainly no event since the world began has been so 
fully proved by the concurrent testimonies of so 


many people Once we grant the validity of 
Christ’s resurrection, we grant the procedure by 
which miracles in general are verified — including 
the miracle of fulfilled prophecy.” 


In chapter seven the author comes to grips with 
the difficulties involved in the orthodox position. 
The author observes that if a person withholds be- 
liefs until all difficulties are solved, he will go to 
his grave in unbelief, for difficulties are only a sign 
that we are men and not God. To confuse a system 
with its difficulties betrays a want of education. 


Dr. Carnell describes eight of these difficulties. 
It appears to this reviewer that in this chapter the 
author makes too many concessions to the critics of 
the orthodox position. In certain instances it seems 
that the author should have made a stronger defense 
for orthodox interpretations. 


The “Perils” of the orthodox position is the sub- 
ject of chapter eight. The perils are of two sources— 
general and specific. The general perils include 
ideological thinking, a highly censorious spirit, and 
a curious tendency to separate from the life of the 
church. The specific peril is the ease with which 
orthodoxy converts to fundamentalism. We dissent 
with his criticisms of Dr. J. Gresham Machen on 
pages 114-117. The author fails to do justice to 
this able defender of the Christian faith. We are in 
agreement with this section on dispensationalism. 
Here the author shows that dispensationalism filled 
the vacuum created by the loss of the historic creeds. 
He points out that the dispensationalists violates the 
most elementary canons of Biblical hermeneutics: 


We find ourselves in disagreement with certain 
views expressed in chapter nine on the future of 
orthodoxy. For instance, we believe that the author 
errs in stating that denominational distinctives are 
an index to our blindness. 


Perhaps the most satisfactory chapter is chapter 
ten, which is a conclusion to the volume. This chap- 
ter is brief but it presents the sum of the matter. 
Here the author recognizes that the Word of God is 
not voided by the frailties of those who come in the 
name of the Word of God. 


NEW REFORMATION THEOLOGGY 


Dr. Hordern begins the CASE FOR A NEW RE- 
FORMATION THEOLOGY in an optimistic vein. 
He notes that our century has witnessed an amazing 
revival in theology and this interest is apparent on 
many levels. A significant factor in the theological 
revival is that more and more laymen are becoming 
interested. Undergraduates are hungry for theologi- 
cal information and discussion. Historical events have 
forced us back to the ultimate questions of life and its 
meaning. 


Neo-orthodoxy, says the author, is a theological 
movement that sees a deeper profundity in classic 


Christian thought. It tries to express, he indicates, 
the Reformation’s insights for the ‘Twentieth Century, 
Neo-orthodoxy charges that-liberalism has lost the 
transcendance of God, the sinfulness of man, the 
reality of revelation and Christian eschatology. The 
New Reformation Theology, says Dr. Hordern, teaches 
that God confronts man and creates a crisis in which 
man must decide to say yes or no to God. The pur- 
pose of the preacher is to force man to face this crisis 
and to make his decision. 


Dr. Hordern says that neo-orthodoxy recognizes 
the danger of aligning theology with philosophy. He 
agrees with Barth that this alliance can do nothing 
but distort the Biblical faith. He suggests, “You can- 
not serve two masters. If you start with Whitehead 
or Royce, you will not end with Christ. There is 
no correlation between the Absolute or the Principle 
of Concretion and the living God, who reveals Him- 
self where He wills to reveal Himself.” 


The problem involved in the relationship between 
reason and faith and knowing God is the main thrust 
of chapter two, which is entitled “Faith and Reason.” 
In this chapter the author significantly remarks, “If 
liberals have a rational criterion to judge revelation, 
they do not need revelation. The criterion is higher 
than revelation.” He defines reason as the activity 
whereby man tries to organize, interpret and under- 
stand his environment. By reason we analyze and 
synthesize the elements of our experience to under- 
stand and comprehend the world. With this idea 
in mind, the author shows it is essential that any 
person who thinks or tries to communicate his 
thought must use reason. Reason is an indispensable 
tool of theology. Paradox in neo-orthodox thought 
depends upon reason. Paradox is the point where 
reason humbly confesses that God is beyond our 
comprehension. 


Faith, says the author, is a cognitive relationship 
to a reality beyond reason. This, he notes, is why 
the Reformers emphasized faith as trust or decision 
and affirmed that faith is a gift. In faith man makes 
his decision but he does it in the light of something 
given to him. Reason, he says, can deal only with 
that which is given to it and, therefore, it cannot 
speak about God until he has given himself to God. 

Of interest in this chapter is the author’s state- 
ment that Paul Tillich has argued that the God of 
the philosophers is the same as the God of the 
prophets. He answers this notion in the language of 
Will Herberg, who asked the simple question, “Which 
philosophers?”’. 

“The Nature of Revelation” is the subject of chap- 
ter three. “How is God made known to man” is 
the question the author grapples with in this section. 
Following the neo-orthodox line, the author is preju- 
diced against what is called propositional theology. 

“How Can We Know That Revelation is Revela- 
tion?” is the dominant question dealt with in chap- 
ter four. A revelation from God must provide its 
own criterion of judgment. He shows that if what 
is revealed is God Himself, and if in the very act of 
revelation we are involved in a personal relationship 
with God, it throws a new light upon our whole 
existence. We may reasonably conclude that this 
revelation is from God. 
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The old theme of “God’s Immanence and Trans- 
cendence’”’ is the subject of chapter five. Liberals 
base their theology on the conviction that God is 
immanent in His world. Fundamentalism emphasizes 
God’s transcendence. Neo-orthodoxy, says Dr. Hor- 
dern, has affirmed that it has rediscovered the trans- 
cendence or “otherness” of God. The neo-orthodox 
movement, observes the author, has never denied 
that God works immanently in the world. But it 
has been concerned to emphasize that God is not 
the world, nor the best in man. God according to 
neo-orthodoxy is “totally other,” in essence separated 
from the world. Thus God is not to be known by 
examining the best in man or the world. In this con- 
nection the author writes, “The Biblical God is not 
the oversoul of Emerson, and He is not an element 
within myself. He is the God who speaks to me and 
speaks in judgment upon the best within me.” This 
is a very good chapter that stresses the Biblical faith 
and presents us with a God who transcends over His 
creation and yet who is immanently active and at 
work within it. 


Chapter six sets forth the neo-orthodox view of 
sin. We cannot cure ourselves of self-centeredness by 
the seemingly radical act of self-denial, for immediate- 
ly we become proud of ourselves for our heroic self- 
denials. 

The neo-orthodox view on salvation is delineated 
in chapter seven. In a striking way, the author shows 
that if we are to understand the Christian faith, we 
must see that it is always and only faith in God. 
The typical American has faith in faith, but the 
Christian does not have faith in man, even in man’s 
faith. He must have faith in God alone. 


Dr. Hordern concludes the case for Reformation 
theology in chapter eight. He points out that the 
Church must be concerned with delivering the mes- 
sage it has received. The church that loses concern 
with theology is the church that no longer cares what 
it says or does or why. The Church must have an 
adequate theology or it will find that it’s work on all 
fronts is hampered. The author comes to the con- 
clusion that in both thought and morality we are 
saved by grace and grace alone. 


THEOLOGY IN LIBERAL PERSPECTIVE 


Dr. DeWolf presents the Case For Theology in Lib- 
eral Perspective, though he denies that he is a liberal 
in any meaning of that term as now most commonly 
understood in American theological circles. He is 
apparently aware that the liberals have betrayed the 
Gospel and he does not want to be categorized as one 
of the betrayers. His avowed purpose is “This book 
is written with a conscious concern for conserving 
certain values stressed by the outstanding Christian 
liberals. In that sense, it is written in liberal perspec- 
tive.” 

We are in hearty agreement with a number of Dr. 
DeWolf’s insights. We dissent in certain important 
positions set forth in this volume. For instance 
on page 67 he states that the New Testament was not 
written as objective history but as testimony and ex- 
hortation. This, we believe, is a false antithesis. We 
refuse to follow him in his desire to reconstruct the 
writings of the New Testament regarding natural 
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causation and miracles, of the view towards the Old 
Testament or demonological explanation of illness. 
He is too eager to follow Bultmann in his effort to 
“demythologize” the New Testament records. 


On this same page (67) the author writes, “The 
Jesus of history is a Jew of Nazareth, son of Joseph the 
carpenter and his wife Mary.” On page 71 the author 
refuses to identify Christ with God Himself. 


One of the most unsatisfactory chapters in this 
book is No. V that deals with “The Triune God.” 
On this subject the author says that many of our 
young ministers view the doctrine of the Trinity as 
an unfortunate embarrassment. In the section that 
deals with “The Unity of God in the Three Modes” 
the author espouses Sabelianism. He loves the word 
“mode”. In one paragraph he uses the term “mode” 
or “modes” six times in reference to the Trinity. 


On page 188 the author seems to misunderstand 
the purpose of Christian apologetics. He says it is not 
a call for defensiveness. The best definiton of Chris- 
tian apologetics we have been able to find is that 
given by A. B. Bruce in which he says that “Christian 
apologetics is Christianity defensively stated.” 


EVALUATION 


There are some commendable features in THE 
CASE FOR ORTHODOX THEOLOGY. There are 
also evident deficiencies that leave one with the feel- 
ing that a better defense could be given for this posi- 
tion. The reader who has not made up his mind con- 
cerning his own position could quite likely find cer- 
tain statements in this book that would make him 
wonder if he should become identified with Ortho- 
dox Theology. 


Dr. Hordern presents an attractive case for the 
NEW REFORMATION THEOLOGY. Though this 
reviewer is not an adherent of neo-orthodoxy, a sense 
of fairness compels us to recognize that he has done 
a superb job for the cause he represents. It is likely 
that wavering theologians could be attracted to this 
position. 


Dr. DeWolf, for the most part, depicts the liberal 
position with clarity. It is evident from this volume 
that liberalism emasculates Christianity. The reader 
can soon detect that beneath enticing plausibilities 
it must be affirmed that liberalism is not genuine 
Christianity. 


As a suggestion to the Westminster Press we would 
like to see a fourth volume added to this series on A 
CASE FOR THE REFORMED FAITH, written by 
a man of the stature of Dr. Gordon H. Clark. This 
fourth volume would make it easier for one to make 
his choice concerning the strongest theological posi- 
tion to take. We are convinced that there would be a 
large demand for this fourth volume and in the pub- 
lication of it the Westminster Press would be render- 
ing a great service. 

—John R. Richardson 
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LESS 


LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 27, 1959 





By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


God’s Call To Faithfulmess 


Background Scripture: Malachi 
Devotional Reading: I John 1:5-9 


Malachi, the last of the Old Testament prophets, 
is usually dated in the time of Nehemiah. Since 
neither Ezra nor Nehemiah mention him, he very 
probably was something like ten years or so later. 
Ezra and Nehemiah were associated in the work 
they did in Jerusalem about ninety years after the re- 
turn of the first exiles. He found conditions very 
much as they were when Nehemiah was there. We see 
this clearly if we compare passages in the two books. 
Let me quote a few of these passages as Dr. Morgan 
does: 


Nehemiah 13:29: “Remember them, O my God, 
because they have defiled the priesthood, and the 
covenant of the priesthood, and the Levites”. 


Malachi 2:8 “Ye are turned aside out of the way: 
ye have caused many to stumble in the law: ye have 
corrupted the covenant of Levi, saith the Lord of 
hosts”. Both of these passages tell of the corruption 
of the priesthood. 


Compare these next two: 


Nehemiah 13:23-25: “In those days also saw I 
the Jews that had married women of Ashdod, of 
Ammon, and of Moab: and their children spake 
half in the speech of Ashdod, and could not speak 
in the Jew’s language, but according to the language 
of each people. And I contended with them, and 
cursed them, and smote certain of them, and plucked 
off their hair, and made them swear by God, say- 
ing, ye shall not give your daughters unto their sons, 
nor take their daughters for your sons, or for your- 
selves”. 


Malachi 2:11,12: “Judah hath dealth treacherously, 
and an abomination is committed in Israel and in 
Jerusalem; for Judah hath profaned the holiness of 
the Lord which He loveth, and hath married the 
daughter of a strange god. The Lord will cut off to 
the man that doeth this, him that waketh and him 
that answereth, out of the tents of Jacob, and him 
that offereth an offering unto the Lord of hosts”. 
Both of these passages deal with this curse of mixed 
marriages. 


Now let me compare two more passages: 


Nehemiah 13:10,lla: “J perceived that the portion 
of the Levites had not been given them; so that the 
Levites and the singers that did the work, were fled 
every one to his field. Then contended | with the 
rulers, and said, why is the house of God forsaken?” 
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Malachi 3:8-10: “Will a man rob God? Yet ye 
rob me. But ye say wherein have we robbed Thee? 
In tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed with the curse; 
for ye rob me, even this whole nation. Bring ye the 
whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be 
meat in Mine house, and prove Me now herewith, 
saith Jehovah of hosts, if I will not open the windows 
of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there 
shall not be room enough to receive it”. 


It is plain from these comparisons that Malachi 
and Nehemiah faced the same sort of sins among 
the people. The three stressed most are (1) the 
corruption of the priesthood, (2) the mixed mar- 
riages, and (3) neglect of the tithes and offerings. 


The condition of the nation is also seen in seven 
questions which the people asked, each beginning 
with “wherein”: (except last and that nearly so) 


Wherein hast Thou loved us? 1:2 

Wherein have we despised Thy name? 1:6 
Wherein have we polluted Thee? 1:7 

Wherein have we wearied Him? 2:17 

Wherein shall we return? 3:7 

Wherein have we robbed Thee? 3:8 

Wherein have we spoken against Thee? 3:13 (what 
have we spoken so much against Thee?) 


The Topic for today is, “God’s Call to Faithful- 
ness.” Our Golden Text says, “mine eyes shall be 
upon the faithful of the land, that they may dwell 
with me”: Psalm 101:6. We cannet all be successful, 
as success is usually measured, but we can all be 
faithful. Well done, good and faithful servant, says 
our Lord. 


Back of this Call to Faithfulness is God’s love for 
us. He loved Israel, and it grieved Him when He saw 
their unfaithfulness. Let us look at the three special 
ways in which they were unfaithful: 


[.. The Corruption of the Priesthood: 1-2:10 


Bishop Ryle in describing the condition of the Eng- 
lish clergy just before the Revivals under the Wesleys 
and Whitefield, gives a sad picture of these leaders 
of the church. They were engaging in all the sinful 
worldly amusements of the times, neglecting thei 
pastoral duties, and giving poorly prepared “lectures”’ 
on various topics, instead of preaching the Word 
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and winning souls. The preaching of the Gospel by 
the leaders of the movement, was opposed by the 
majority of the clergymen and much of it had to be 
done in church yards and open fields. England would 
no doubt have had her “French Revolution” if this 
Revival had not come. 


We all know the condition of the priests just be- 
fore the Reformation. Evangelistic and Gospel preach- 
ing was practically unknown. When Martin Luther 
and the other Reformers started their work they 
were met with violent opposition and persecution. 


We studied not so long ago about Eli’s sons who 
corrupted the priesthood and were slain eventually. 


It is an awful thing for the spiritual leaders of a 
land to degenerate in this way, and Malachi does 
not spare them. Notice some of the expressions he 
uses. “O priests, that despise my name”; “Ye offer 
polluted bread upon mine altar’; “In that ye say, 
the table of the Lord is contemptible”; “And if ye 
offer the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? of if ye 
offer the lame and sick, is it not evil? Offer it now 
unto thy governor: will he be pleased with thee, or 
accept thy person”? “But ye have departed out of 
the way: ye have caused many to stumble at the 
law; ye have corrupted the covenant of Levi, saith 
the Lord of hosts”. 


When the Lord instituted the worship in the Taber- 
nacle, He set aside the tribe of Levi for the service 
of the sanctuary. The whole ritual of worship was in 
their hands. They were to be priests unto the Lord, 
set aside from ordinary work. It was a great honor 
and privilege, but also a great responsibility. To 
lead all Israel in worship was no little thing. There- 
fore the corruption of the priesthood was especially 
heinous in the sight of God. 


There is a warning for us who are ministers in 
these chapters. It is indeed a “high calling” to be 
set apart as a custodian of the “unsearchable riches 
of Christ”. To preach the Gospel is a privilege that 
angels would covet. To be an under shepherd of 
the Good Shepherd who gave His life for the sheep; 
to feed “my sheep”; to feed “my lambs”, makes pas- 
toral work a joy and delight. To be a faithful min- 
ister of the Head of the Church is the greatest business 
a man could possibly have. Please excuse a rather 
personal note, but my heart is full as I try to write 
these words. Since I have been sick, six months now, 
I have had a lot of time to think. As I look back 
over my ministry I realize, as I never did before, some- 
thing of the sacredness of my calling. As I think 
of my many mistakes and failures, I am ashamed and 
I ask for forgiveness. How far short I have come of 
being the sort of spiritual leader I ought to have 
been! Oh, that I had been more faithful! I think of 
so much I ought to have done! Oh, brethren, let us 
pray more for each other; let us encourage each 
other; let us try to measure up in some degree to 
our “high calling’! Malachi was calling the priest- 
hood to faithfulness. May his words call us to be 
faithful stewards of the manifold grace of God. 


I]. Mixed Marriages: 2:1-16 


Nehemiah found that Israelites were intermarrying 
with the heathen nations, and Malachi is upbraiding 


them for the same sin and other sins against the wife 
of thy youth against whom thou hast dealt treacher- 
ously; yet she is thy companion, and the wife of thy 
covenant. The ideal that God has for the Home is 
a high one. These Israelites had been sinning against 
this ideal a long time. 


What shall we say about America today. The di- 
vorce evil is one of the top, No. 1, evils of our time 
only surpassed perhaps by the alcoholic menace. We 
have been “dealing treacherously” with each other 
in the home, both men and women. 


What about our “mixed marriages” today? Our 
soldier boys are scattered all over the world. Many 
of them are marrying foreign women. Some of these 
may be Christians, some are rank heathen, like many 
Japanese. Personally, I believe it is a sad mistake 
for people to marry those of a different race, like 
Koreans or Japanese. I know it is a sin for a Chris- 
tian to marry a heathen or unbeliever, for that mat- 
ter. We should marry “in the Lord”. What fellow- 
ship can the temple of God have with idols? or a 
believer with an unbeliever. 


God is calling us, as He called Israel through 
Malachi, to be faithful to our husbands and wives 
and homes and children. 


III. Will a Man Rob God? 


Malachi was calling Israel to faithfulness in the 
matter of tithing, of supporting the work of the 
Lord. The whole nation was robbing God. What 
shall we say of our country? We call this a Christian 
land and yet we spend far, far, more on strong drink 
than on all the work of the Lord. No wonder we 
are cursed with a curse. 


Let me narrow the application to the church. 
Christians are spending far more on non-essentials 
and on pleasure, than on the work of the church. 
If every Christian gave a tenth we would have no 
difficulty in carrying on the whole work of the church, 
including our missionary work. Why not accept 
God’s plan and be a faithful steward of our money, 
our time, our talents? 


IV. Judgment is Coming: 3 and 4 


As Dr. Morgan says, this can mean one of two 
things: (1) Healing, (2) Burning. For those who 
turn and seek God, it means healing. For those who 
persist in their sins, it means burning. Judgment 
begins at the house of God. May we turn to Him and 
seek His face. ‘Then they that feared the Lord spake 
often one to another . . . and a book of remembrance 
was written . . . And they shall be mine, saith the 
Lord of Hosts”. Are we among these faithful ones? 
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YOUNG PEOPLES 











YOUTH PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER 27, 1959 


Living Letters 


Scripture: 11 Corinthians 3:1-6 

Suggested Hymns: 
“Lord, Speak to Me That I May Speak” 
“Living for Jesus” 


“A Charge to Keep I Have” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


A college dean used to remind his students of a 
banner he saw while attending a Christian conference 
during his own youth. The message on that banner 
had made a permanent impression on him, and it 
made a similar impression on many of the students 
who heard about it. The words on the banner were 
these: “You Are the Best Christian Somebody 
Knows”. This is something of what we mean when 
we speak of Christians as being “living letters”. 
When we professed faith in Christ, we became repre- 
sentatives of the Christian religion and of Christ 
Himself. A great many people, when they want to 
know what Christianity is, look not into books but 
at the lives of those who profess to be believers in 
the Lord Jesus. There is, then, an important sense 
in which every Christian is a living representation 
of Christianity . a living letter. 


In this program we shall consider some of the areas 
in which we function as living letters . . . as messages 


for Christ. 


First Speaker: 

What are you saying to those who observe your 
life with regard to your loyalty to the church? There 
was a Sunday School teacher who was evidently bored 
with the service of worship in his church, because 
every Sunday morning when he had taught his class 
he would march home. This conduct greatly disturbed 
one of the loyal members of the church who said, 
“When he goes home after Sunday School he leaves 
the impression that the worship of God is not very 
important in our church.” Will the people who ob- 
serve your life gain the impression that Sunday 
School, the worship services, the youth meetings, and 
the mid-week prayer services are important to you? 
If you are faithful to attend these services in your 
church, you will be bearing effective witness to the 
importance of your church and to the God who is 
worshipped and served there. 


Second Speaker: 
What message do you convey about Christ through 
your speech? This is not to suggest that every Chris- 
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Departments 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


tian young person is expected to preach a sermonette 
now and then, but it means that our relation to 
Christ should be evident in all our speech. We talk 
about many persons and things during an ordinary 
day or week. We claim that Christ means a great 
deal to us. How often do we mention His name in 
our normal conversation? Is all of our speech whole- 
some, pure, and kind? Is it in keeping with the 
character of Jesus Christ? A Christian is one whose 
life is supposed to have been transformed by the 
power of Christ. Do the words we speak indicate 
that our lives have been so transformed? If we are 
living letters, then the words we use ought to glorify 
our Saviour and Lord. 

Third Speaker: 

It does not require much sober thought for us to 
come to the conclusion that recreation is “big busi- 
ness.” Most of us spend many hours, especially dur- 
ing the years of our youth, in recreation. What mes- 
sage are we conveying to those who observe our rec- 
reational activities? Even people, who are not Chris- 
tians themselves, expect a certain standard of con- 
duct in Christians. Some forms of recreation are con- 
sidered to be undesirable and unwholesome by al- 
most everyone, and there are many others which are 
highly questionable. Surely a Christian will think 
enough of his influence on others that he will avoid 
every appearance of evil. There is so much in the 
way of recreation that is not even questionable that 
it seems inexcusable for a sincere Christian to take 
the risk of letting his life become a stumbling-block 
to a weaker Christian or an unbeliever. 

Fourth Speaker: 

A group of Christian young people who think of 
themselves as being very spiritual were asked for 
their ideas as to what constituted proper Sabbath 
observance. The prevailing opinion was that once 
a person had attended the services sponsored by his 
own church on Sunday he could do as he pleased 
with the rest of the day. If he wanted to take part 
in commercial amusements, it would be perfectly all 
right. How different this idea is from that expressed 
in the Shorter Catechism, which states: “The Sab- 
bath is to be sanctified by a holy resting all that day, 
even from worldly employments and recreations as 
are lawful on other days; and spending the whole 
time in the public and private exercises of God's 
worship, except so much as is to be taken up in the 
works of necessity and mercy”. Surely the desecration 
of God’s day is one of the most glaring weaknesses in 
the life of the church today. 

(Continued on Page 20) 





Ko ———__ ——~ a 


‘WOMENS 


October Bible Study 
For Circle Bible Leaders 
On I Peter 


By the Rev. Albert H. Freundt, Jr. 
Forest, Mississippi 





This month’s lesson on holiness and love brings 
the third division of the Epistle to a close. These 
subjects, treated in 1:13-2:3, are dealt with there as 
the characteristics of the members of God's family. 
Now, in 4:1-11, they are again approached. Chris- 
tians are here urged to holiness and love in two areas 
of life. They must discharge their Christian respon- 
sibilities in the midst of a persecuting world and 
a believing church. 


The outline of I Peter, as far as we have gone and 
including the present study, is as follows: 


I. Introduction. 1:1,2. 
IT. Membership in God’s Family. 1:3-2:10. 
A. The Christian Inheritance. 1:3-12. 


3. Holiness. 1:13-21. 


C. Christian Progress and Brotherly Love. 
1:22-2:3. 


D. The Spiritual House. 2:4-8. 
E. ‘The Spiritual People. 2:9,10. 

III. Christians in the World. 2:11-4:11. 
A. Citizenship and Submission. 2:11-25. 
B. Husbands and Wives. 3:1-7. 
C. ‘The Christian Spirit in Life. 3:8-12. 
D. Undeserved Suffering. 3:13-22. 


E. Further Call to Holiness and Love. 4:1-11. 





E. FURTHER CALL TO HOLINESS AND LOVE. 
4:1-1l1. (Study in your Bible.) 


l. Holiness; or, Living according to God's will. 
4:1-7. 

a. The Object Which Is in View in Holiness: the 

will of God is to be followed, rather than human lusts. 

“That he no longer should live the rest of his time 


in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of 
God” (v. 2). 


In a word, holiness is obedience and conformity to 
the will of God. It has, however, a negative side as 
well as a positive one. On the positive side, it is 
walking in the light and doing the will of God. On 
the negative, it is avoiding the darkness and rejecting 
the sinful promptings of human nature. Only by 


grace does an individual obtain conversion from the 
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sinfulness that is natural to the holiness that is spirit- 
ual. Uncoverted human nature is so depraved that 
left to itself it often breaks out into the terrible ex- 
cesses listed by Peter in the third verse, “lascivious- 
ness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, 
and abominable idolatries.”’ 

The whole object in the redemption of the church 
is the creation of a holy people who would desire to 
know God’s will and to walk in His ways. “In time 
past ye walked according to the course of this world, 
according to the prince of the power of the air, the 
spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedi- 
ence: among whom also we all had our conversation 
in times past in the lusts of the flesh, fulfilling the 
desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by 
nature the children of wrath, even as others“ (Eph. 
2: 2, 3). The ways of the world, then, conflict with 
the will of God. But a child of God, by birth from 
above, turns from what he is by natural birth and 
inclination and environment to follow a heavenly 
standard. Obedience to the will of God should be 
the most characteristic feature of a Christian. 


The tragedy is that the children of God still have 
within themselves the remnants of the old, sinful 
nature (Rom. 7:14-25). Hence the constant insistence 
in the Scriptures that we give ourselves over wholly 
to the obedience of God and the renewing power of 
the Holy Spirit. Denying our own judgments and 
desires, we yield ourselves to God that He may work 
in us that which pleases Him. Ultimately there are 
only two ways or principles of life — either we are 
living to please ourselves, or we are obedient to the 
will of God as that is revealed to us in Scripture and 
applied forcibly to our consciences by the activity 
of the Holy Spirit. 


b. A Thought Which Advances Holiness: human 
suffering is intended to bring about a cessation of sin. 
“Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the 
flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: 
for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased 
from sin; that he no longer should live the rest of his 
time in the flesh to the lusts of men, etc.” (vv. 1,2). 


Verse | is somewhat vague in the words “he that 
hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin” (or, 
“hath been made to rest from sin”). This indefinite- 
ness is perhaps due to the fact that Peter wishes the 
general statement of this principle to apply both to 
Christ and to Christians. The idea is evidently im- 
portant for Peter tells us that we need to use it as a 
part of our spiritual armor: Arm yourselves with 
the same mind” (or “conception”). In other words, 
the verse says: Christ suffered; He was armed with 
a particular thought; the thought is one that will help 
suffering Christians, too; the thought is this: one 
who has suffered has rest from sin. 


\ part of Christ's sufferings was the death to which 
they led. The general principle of “rest from sin 
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after suffering” in the case of Christ meant that as 
the victim of sin He obtained rest from the opposition 
of sin when He died. Sin, in a double sense, laid 
Him in the grave — sin as the opposition of sinful 
men and sin the guilt of which caused Christ to die 
on the cross for the penalty which sinners deserved. 
He suffered and died by sinners and for sinners. 
But after His sufferings He had rest from sin (not 
“sinning”’), having passed through the gates of death. 


The principle of rest from sin is also applicable 
to suffering Christians. In the least, it means that 
suffering purifies saints and moves them to cease 
sinning. It also has this application — suffering unto 
death. Christians no longer need bear the torment 
of sin in the inward man (mentioned by Paul in 
Rom. 7) or the physical persecution inflicted by evil 
doers. Death, in other words, closes the door to the 
evil that sin can inflict upon a child of God. 


There is, however, yet an even more profound 
and spiritual application of the principle that death 
brings about a rest to sin for a Christian; and this 
conception, when understood and grasped by a Chris- 
tian will be a very valuable aid in the attainment of 
holiness in his life. We believe that Peter is referring 
to the same thing that Paul teaches elsewhere (Rom. 
6:1-14, which see) that Christians are dead to sin 
and should live unto righteousness. They do not 
have to live under the condemnation and dominion 
of sin. “For he that is dead is freed from sin. Now 
if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall 
also live with Him. Likewise reckon ye also your- 
selves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Let not sin therefore 
reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in 
the lusts thereof. Neither yield ye your members as 
instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield 
yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the 
dead, and your members as instruments of righteous- 
ness unto God” (Rom. 6:7-13). 


We understand Peter to say that Christians have 
actually been so identified with Christ on the cross, 
so to speak, that they too died there to sin. The 
penalty and the power of sin having been broken in 
the death of Jesus Christ, it remains for Christians 
to live unto righteousness, not “in the flesh to the 
lusts of men, but to the will of God.” 


Paul, too, teaches the mystical union of Christians 
with their Saviour in His death and resurrection, 
and that as promoting a consequent holy manner of 
life. “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I 
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of 
the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for 
me” (Gal. 2:20). “We are buried with Him by bap- 
tism into death: that like as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also 
should walk in newness of life” (Rom. 6:4; read 
carefully verses 2-6). In Christ’s sufferings, we too, 
if He bore our sins, should have died to sin; hence- 
forth we should live as those who have “ceased from 
sin.” 


This is deep spiritual truth. And to the extent 
that we hold before our minds our interest in Christ's 
death we are armed for a holy life. “The Believer, 
looking on his Jesus as crucified for him and wounded 
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for his transgression, and taking in deep thoughts 
of his spotless innocency, which deserved no such 
thing, and for his matchless love, which yet endured 
it all for him, will then naturally think, shall I be a 
friend to that which was his deadly enemy? Shall 
sin be sweet to me, which was so bitter to Him, and 
that for my sake? Shall I ever lend it a good look, or 
entertain a favorable thought of that which shed my 
Lord’s blood? Shall I live in that for which He died, 
and died to kill in me? Oh! let it not be” (Robert 
Leighton, Practical Commentary, p. 493). 


c. Some Considerations Which Promote Holiness: 
Verses 3-7. 


(1). We have already spent too much time going 
the wrong way. “For the time past of our life may 
suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, 
when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of 
wine, revelling, banquetings, and abominable idol- 
atries: wherein they think it strange that ye run not 
with them to the same excess of riot, speaking evil 
of you” (vv. 3,4). 


Peter says that we have spent enough of our days 
doing those things which typify the heathen. Enough 
time has been squandered. A Christian “should live 
the rest of his time” to the will of God. The way 
our lives were spent before they came under the in- 
fluence of the Gospel was so selfish that we have 
spent more than enough time in that manner. Now 
let us concentrate on doing God’s will. John Brown 
remarks, “What characterized the Gentiles, could not 
be becoming saints.” 


Peter could have made a longer list of the kind 
of sins he means by “the will of the Gentiles;” in- 
stead, he names only a few of the worst. “Lascivious- 
ness” is a plural noun meaning excess, or such inci- 
dent extremes of conduct as shocked even non-Chris- 
tians by their lack of moderation. This is probably 
a general term which includes the rest of the sins 
listed. “Lusts” are passionate, sinful desires. The sin 
is not in the passion but in the illicit objects upon 
which it is expended. “Excess of wine” is the im- 
moderate use of wine which leads to drunkenness and 
debauchery. “Revellings” and “banquetings” are like- 
ly drinking parties and ceremonies which turned in- 
to wild carousals. The “abominable” idolatries are 
those which are so unnatural and unlawful as to be 
condemned even by human judgment. 

The interesting thing in v. 4 is the observation 
that such sinners as committed the excesses just cata- 
logued are startled by the abandonment by the Chris- 
tian of these old ways. It is a strange turnabout that 
these people “speak evil” of Christians who give up 
the old ways. Just as the new lives of the Christians 
must have condemned the consciences of their former 
partners in the intemperate conduct, now they pour 
out evil and false accusations against those who 
would not continue in their excesses. 


(2). We must live in the light of a day of ac- 
countability. “Who shall give account to him that is 
ready to judge the quick and the dead” (v. 5). The 
knowledge of the judgment to come is an additional 
consideration that will keep the Christian from the 
excesses that are sinful though natural. He lives in 
the light of eternity, and he knows that a day of 





reckoning is coming. However much it may be true 
that unbelievers know down deep that they are re- 
sponsible to God their maker and preserver, they act 
as though they shall never be held accountable to 


any one. “They cannot escape the judgment of God; 
and though they may make their lusts or their will 
the rule by which their actions are regulated, they 
cannot make them the rule by which their actions 
shall be judged. Their attempts to break the bands 
that bind them to God are unavailing, except to con- 
vert what might have been a silken cord, in the hand 
of God, to draw them up to heaven, into an iron 
chain to drag them to the judgment-seat, or adaman- 
tine fetters to bind them in the prison of hell” (John 
Brown, Expository Discourses, II, 51). 


(3). The Gospel was designed to result in our 
spirituality. “For this cause was the Gospel preached 
also to them that are dead, that they might be judged 
according to men in the flesh, but live according to 
God in the spirit” (v. 6). The great intention of 
God by the proclamation of the Gospel is that, though 
in the affairs of this life they may be accused and 
judged by men, Christians should live in the spirit 
according to God’s will and delight. Let men presume 
to judge us in those spheres of jurisdiction and au- 
thority that they arrogate to themselves. It is unto 
God that we must live now and shall live in the 
world to come. It is better that we should be mis- 
judged, and even wrongly condemned to death, than 
that we should imitate the sinful in their ways or 
accept any standard for our lives other than the will 
of God. Let us be dead to sin and the world, 
necessary, in order to be alive to God and holiness. 


There is no problem in the words “the Gospel 
preached also to them that are dead.” It does not 
mean that those who have passed from this side of 
eternity to the other are given another opportunity 
of hearing and accepting the Gospel. It probably 
means that those who are “dead in trespasses and 
sins” (Eph. 2:1) have the Gospel revelation in order 
that they may “live according to God in the spirit.” 
It may possibly mean that those who are now dead 
were alive when they heard the Gospel preached. 


(4). We are urged to remember the immediacy of 
the end. “But the end of all things is at hand: be ye 
therefore sober, and watch unto prayer” (v. 7). 
When Peter uses the thought of the end of the present 
system of things and the climax of the world as a 
motive towards holiness, he is doing none other than 
did our Lord. Watchfulness and preparation for the 
Lord’s coming by active service are attitudes which 
are commended to us by Christ (Luke 12:35-43). 
Our Lord had warned the people of His day against 
being so totally occupied with their worldly pursuits 
and interests as to be unprepared for the great cat- 
aclysmic judgments sent by God (Luke 17:27,28). 
Now, as certain as it is that Jesus shall return at the 
end of this age, and that it may be upon us, we should 
be prepared for Him by a sober mind and a prayerful 
watchfulness. 


The New Testament has always made the second 
coming of Christ one of the supreme motives for 
holy and godly living. In his second epistle Peter 
wrote: “Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for 
such things, be diligent that ye may be found of 


Him in peace, without spot, and blameless” (3:14). 
Paul wrote to Timothy: “I give thee charge in the 
sight of God . . . that thou keep this commandment 
without spot, unrebukeable, until the appearing of 
our Lord Jesus Christ” (I Tim. 6:13,14). To Titus 
he said: “The grace of God” teaches us that “denying 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this present world; looking 
for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of 
the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ” (2:11, 
12). In I Thessalonians Paul wrote: “The Lord 
make you to increase and abound in love one toward 
another . . . to the end He may stablish your hearts 
unblameable in holiness before God, even our Father, 
at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (3:12,13). 
Christ had said: “Blessed is that servant, whom his 
Lord when He cometh shall find so doing” (Matt. 
24:46) . 


We cannot be ready if we have not kept the way 
to God open by alertness and prayerfulness. If we 
have followed the will and desires of the Gentiles 
then we shall be drunk instead of sober. Indeed, we 
may be so taken up with the things of the world, as 
if we had forever to spend with them, that we have 
forgotten that every passing minute brings the end 
closer. “No wonder that the cares of this world over- 
whelm us, and make us drowsy, if the view of present 
things dazzle our eyes: for we promise, almost all of 
us, an eternity to ourselves in this world; at least the 
end never comes to our mind. But were the trumpet 
of Christ to sound in our ears, it would powerfully 
rouse us” (Calvin). 


If we live as if the end is near, and it may be, 
then we shall live unto God and not unto the present 
world. We shall have a forward and spiritual look, 
rather than a backward and sinful glance. We shall 
be sober, not too entangled with this life. We shall 
live watchfully, as if the summons were at hand. And 
we shall live prayerfully, as in the presence of the 
One who is almost here. 


2. Love; or, Having Fervent Charity Among 
Yourselves. 4:8-11. 


It should be obvious that a life surrendered to 
God is not merely other-worldly. Holiness is disciple- 
ship that manifests itself in this world in very practi- 
cal ways. As it is described by the Apostle it is in- 
tensely practical, throwing open our daily living to a 
new set of eternal values and showing up in the 
maintenance and manifestation of brotherly love. It 
is godliness that finds its outlet in love, hospitality, 
and service. 


a. Love Fervently. “And above all things have 
fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall 
cover the multitude of sins” (v. 8). 


“Charity” here is, of course, not limited to alms- 
giving, as we have come to think of it today; it is the 
New Testament word for the most unselfish kind 
of love. The sphere of this love is the Christian 
brotherhood. Its presence is revealed by intense, fer- 
vent, earnest, and continual demonstrations of seeking 
the salvation and wellbeing of a Christian brother. 
It calls upon Christians to exert themselves to the 
full extent of their power to do good to their breth- 
ren. Its practice is a sure way to prove a divine 
power in one’s life. It distinguishes a true disciple 
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from a pretender. It can only be fully realized by one 
who has experienced the love of God in Jesus Christ, 
who has shown to the world a perfect revelation of 
its characteristics which are described by the Apostle 
Paul in I Cor. 13. It is the foremost attribute of God 
and the disposition that should be preeminent in 
His Children. 


The phrase “love shall cover the multitude of sins” 
has often been misinterpreted. It does not mean that 
if we love people we shall have all of our sins for- 
given us by God. Love cannot, of course, merit for 
us that forgiveness of sins which is a gift of God’s 
grace, offered on the basis of the atonement. The 
phrase is a reference to Prov. 10:12 and declares that 
love will cause us to cover up and forgive the sins 
of those whom we love. Love does not point out the 
errors of others. Often it does not even see the 
faults of others (cf. I Cor. 13:5), and if it does, it is 
not for the sake of condemnation and exposure, but 
for the correction and the salvation of the one who 
has sinned. It does not give undue publicity to the 
sins of others, but would rather cover them and see 
them forgiven. It forbears with others and would al- 
ways put the best possible construction upon their 
actions. When it rebukes, it is with tenderness. It 
never tries to lead a person into sin purposely or 
place temptations for stumbling before him. It for- 
gives. Thus it covers a multitude of the sins of 
others, by preventing, covering and forgiving them. 


Love also manifests itself in hospitality. 


b. Be Hospitable: “Use hospitality one to another 
without grudging” (v. 9). 

This hospitality is not that of those social occasions 
when friends entertain one another with dinners and 
seek thereby invitations to the others’ parties. This 
is the hospitality which throws the door open to 
those who are in need of home and table. When a 
brother in the faith might perish without our help, 
he has a claim upon our hospitality. If we have been 
provided with the means to meet their needs, God for- 
bid that we should have cold hearts towards those who 
are persecuted for righteousness’ sake or who are not 
rich in this world’s goods. The Acts and the Epistles 
are filled with the examples of godly saints who 
opened their homes to the ministers and poor of the 
church. 


We should not forget, however, that these words 
were addressed to a peculiar situation that does not 
always prevail today. “By becoming Christians many 
ceased to enjoy the welcome and help of former po- 
tential friends. They stood, therefore, in urgent need 
of compensating Christian friendship at the hands of 
those who were now their brethren in Christ. 
Similarly, Christian missionaries, who left their home 
churches and lifelong friends, and travelled here and 
there to make the Gospel known, often needed ma- 
terial support and help on their way from the Chris- 
tian brethren whose churches they might visit.” The 
phrase, “without grudging” (or murmuring), “im- 
plies that the demands on some of showing such hos- 
pitality were fervent and heavy, and that naturally 
they might have been tempted to be resentful and 
complaining. But such opportunities of showing 
love to Christian brethren in need ought to be gladly 
embraced as a Christian privilege, and indeed a form 
of service to Christ Himself” (Alan Stibbs, First 
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Epistle General of Peter, Grand Rapids, Eerdmans, 
1959, p. 155). 


c. Serve One Another: “As every man hath re- 
ceived the gift, even so minister the same one to an- 
other, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 
If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; 
if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability 
which God giveth” (vv. 10,11). 


A further way in which Christians manifest love is 
in the employment of those gifts God has imparted 
to them for the promotion of others’ interests and 
salvation. A “gift” is an endowment, natural or ex- 
traordinary, by the Holy Spirit. All abilities and 
gifts are the gifts of God, not alone for our own 
selfish use, but for the welfare of those in whose so- 
ciety God has placed us to benefit. The two varieties 
of gifts mentioned by Peter are speaking gifts (as of 
those who teach and preach) and ministering gifts 
(as of those who serve in any manner within the 
church). In the case of the former, the speakers do 
not speak out of their own knowledge and judgment, 
but as the “oracles” of God. In the case of the latter, 
ministers, too, must give God the credit for their 
specific skills and abilities. 


A gifted person, and this applies to all of us, what- 
ever may be our particular abilities and talents in 
the service of the people of God, must act as a good 
steward, “turning to the best account, according to 
the declared will of the Great Householder, a portion 
of His property, which the individual entrusted with 
it is expected to use not only for his own good, but 
for the good of all his brethren” (Brown, op. cit. 
p. 120). 


The great goal of all our actions, not only the use 
to which we put all our abilities and talents, time and 
resources, is the glory of our sovereign God, “that 
God in all things may be glorified through Jesus 
Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever 
and ever. Amen” (v. 11). 





List a number of activities in modern life that 
are typical of “the lusts of men.” Name activities 
that are consistent with the “will of God.” Put into 
your own words the truth that a Christian has been 
crucified with Christ. What should the union with 
Christ accomplish with respect to: an active and 
godly life? How effective a motive to holiness is a 
reminder of the second coming of Christ? How can 
we expect hospitality to Christians in the spirit of 
Peter’s Epistle? What difference does it make to view 
our wealth and abilities as held in stewardship from 
God to whom we must give an account? Can anything 
less than the glory of God ever be an adequate goal 
for a single deed or purpose in our lives? 





Highest Quality © Low Prices 


Fine tailoring — choice of 
styles, materials and 
i colors—children and adult 
choirs. Write for free 
catalog — Save at Hartley. 


HARTLEY Vesrments 


1811-P Church St., Nashville, Tenn. 



























Young People’s Department 
(Continued from Page 15) 


Fifth Speaker: 
It is generally conceded among Christians that 
the Scriptures are the believer’s spiritual nourishment 


and that prayer is his spiritual breath. Adequate 
supplies of breath and nourishment are very ob- 
viously necessary for life and growth. We speak of 
prayer time and Bible reading time as the devotional 
life of the Christian. This devotional life is not 
only essential to our own spiritual health, but it is 
a very important means of bearing witness to the 
vitality and value of our faith. As Christians we are 
encouraged to look on ourselves as living letters for 
Christ, but these letters do not carry their strongest 
message unless there is a consistent devotional life. 
Of course, we are not to make a pious show of our 
prayers and our Bible reading. We must, however, 
be faithful in prayer and in reading God’s Book. 
Then, we must bear humble witness to the value of 
our devotional life. 


Program Leader: 

It may make us feel conspicuous to think of our- 
selves as living epistles, but it is a simple fact that 
people do observe our lives and judge our faith and 
our Christ by what they see. What kind of letters 
are we? 
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Presbyterian Church. Honorary pall- 
bearers were the other members of 
the Tri Mu Class and the men of the 
Presbyterian Center. 


This servant of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., was active in local 
church affairs, and those of presby- 
tery and synod, as well as an officer 
of one of the denomination’s boards. 
“He was a man of high moral stan- 
dards and tenacity of purpose,” was 
typical of the comments made about 
Dr. MclIlhany. 


He was a Rotarian, a member of 
Theta Chi Fraternity. He was a trav- 
eling secretary for Theta Chi be- 
tween 1925-26. He helped to found 
the Hartsville, S. C., public library. 
Since moving to Atlanta in 1954 with 
the Board of Annuities and Relief, 
he has been the teacher of the Tri 
Mu Bible Class at the North Avenue 
church. At one time he was a coach 
and teacher at St. Christopher 
School in Richmond, Va. 





AFRICA 


Lubondai —(PN)— First men 
ever to complete higher level medi- 
cal studies in the Presbyterian, U.S.., 
mission section of the Belgian Congo 
were graduated this month. 


Albert Mukenge, Moise Kabeya, and 
Daniel Ngoi received diplomas in 
July exercises as the first graduates 
of the mission’s five year old school 
of nursing at Lubondai. 


The five “infirmiers”, Christian 
graduate nurses, each had completed 
three years of academic studies, 
coupled with medical training in the 
hospital, dispensary and laboratory 
at Lubondai. Each had two years of 
internship in one of several mission 
hospitals throughout the Congo. Each 
graduate passed comprehensive ex- 
aminations before government and 
faculty representatives in such sub- 
jects as anatomy, physiology, pa- 
thology, pharmacology, entomology, 
parasitology, microscopy, medicine, 
surgery and obstetrics. 


All five graduates chose to enter 
the medical work of the mission. 


Directing the program of the 
school of nursing are William Rule, 
M.D., and Miss Alice Longenecker, 
R.N. 





MEXICO 


Zitacuaro, Michoacan —(PN)— 
Construction has begun here on a 
new Presbyterian student home for 
girls. 


can, is scheduled for completion be- 
fore the school year begins, Feb- 
ruary 1, 1960. It is planned to house 
48 girls. 


The student home is being built 
with funds from the 1957 Birthday 
Offering of the Presbyterian, U. S., 
Women of the Church, at a total 
cost estimated at $20,000. 


Cornerstone laying and dedication 
ceremonies were held July 11. 


GEORGIA 


Warner Robins —(PN)— ..The 
consecration and formal opening 
services of the new First Presby- 
terian Church building was conduct- 
ed at the morning worship services 
on August 16, by the pastor, the 
Rev. W. C. Sistar. 


Mr. Sistar led the congregation 
in a covenant of consecration, and 
offered the dedicatory prayer. 


Chairman of the building com- 
mittee, Dewey D. Wilis, presented 
the building to a representative of 
the church session. Following the 
consecration service the pastor de- 
livered a sermon on “The Church”. 
Charles L. Wallis led the choir in 
special music for the occasion. 
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A special vesper service was 
planned for the whole community, 
held at 4 p.m. so as not to interfere 
with the services of other churches. 
A brief church history was presented, 
and after the vespers a social fellow- 
ship period was held in the church 
school assembly room. 


The building committee consisted 
of the pastor and chairman Wilis, 
along with D. L. Fountain, A. M. 
Lunsford, Arthur Ferguson, and G. 
H. Sargent. The tone chamber in 
the sanctuary was designed, built 
and installed by Charlie Foster, 
Charles L. Wallis and Olin Tyler. 


The church was organized official- 
ly on December 12, 1943. It had 
fifty charter members. Membership 
today is 286 and Sunday School en- 
rollment is 235. The new sanctuary 
will provide seating for 370 and a 
choir of 30. Total cost of the sanc- 
tuary was about $35,000. An educa- 
tional building to cost $24,000 is 
projected for the immediate future. 
The appeal for building funds have 
been kept within the resident mem- 
bership of the church — about 100 
families. 





Athens — The Rev. C. Phil Esty 
recently completed six years as min- 
ister of the Friendship Presbyterian 
Church in Athens, Georgia. Mr. Esty 
has accepted a call from the Second 
Presbyterian Church of Memphis, 
Tennessee to be Assistant Minister 
as of September Ist. 





Atlanta —(PN)— Trinity Presby- 
terian Church dedicated its new rec- 
reation and educational building Au- 
gust 14, at evening services. 

The Rev. Chilton Thorington, for- 
mer assistant pastor of the Trinity 
church, gave the dedicatory address, 
and officiated at the ceremonies. 

Following the service the building, 
which includes a full size gymnasium, 
a professional stage, 11 large class 
rooms and a youth lounge and rec- 
reation area, was open for tours by 
members and friends of the church. 





Cherokee Presbytery will hold its 
Stated Fall Meeting at the John 
Knox Presbyterian Church, Marietta, 
Ga., Tuesday, September 15. The 
host pastor is the Rev. M. McK. Cal- 
houn, and the Moderator for this 
one day session will be the Rev. Jack 
Robinson, pastor of the Silver Creek 
Presbyterian Church, Lindale, Ga. 


Of Special interest will be the re- 
port of the Committee to study min- 
isters salaries in Cherokee Presby- 
tery, chaired by James Daughdrill, 
Jr. of Cartersville, Ga. Other mem- 
bers of this committee include: Will 
Joe Abbott of Acworth, Ga., Lamar 
Westcott of Dalton, and D. L. Mc- 
Whorter of Summerville. 


The Rev. James Carr, Secretary 
of the Dept. of Town and Country 
Church for the Board of Church 
Extension, will be the inspirational 
speaker for this meeting of Presby- 
tery. 
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Will they be CLOSED tomorrow 


to young people who want and deserve education? 


If college enrollments double, where will the students go? 


If there are twice as many college students, will the quality of 


education decline? 


If this great increase in student enrollment takes place by 1970, 
will the Presbyterian Church in the United States be prepared to 
render its proper ministry in higher education? 


Only you, Mr. and Mrs. Presbyterian, can answer these questions. 


If we do our part — 


We must strengthen our twenty-seven Presbyterian institutions 


of higher education. 


We must also strengthen our Campus Christian Life work and 


Westminster Fellowships. 
HIGHER EDUCATION 


re 


KEEP IT BRIGHT 





DIVISION OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. 

BOX 1176, RICHMOND 9, VIRGINIA 





PAGE 21 / THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / SEPTEMBER 9, 1959 








The women of the First Presby- 
terian Church, Rome, Ga. will be 
hosts to the annual meeting of the 
Georgia Synodical, September 22-24. 
Mrs. J. S. Ivy, of Athens, President, 
will preside and one of the featured 
speakers will be Dr. Arthur Vann 

ibson, Moderator of the Synod of 
Georgia, and pastor of the Morning- 
side Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, 
Georgia. 


Respectfully submitted 


Robert C. Pooley, Jr. 
Stated Clerk 





NORTH CAROLINA 


Belmont —(PN)— The Rev. Rich- 
ard Dodds, pastor of the East Bel- 
mont Presbyterian Church since 
1955, assumed his new duties as pas- 
tor of the Kirkwood Presbyterian 
Church in Atlanta, Ga., Sunday, Au- 
gust 30. 


The Rev. Dodds, a native of 
Pennsylvania, received his B.D. de- 
ee from Columbia Theological 
eminary, graduating magna cum 
laude in 1954. He was ordained to 
the Presbyterian ministry by Au- 
gusta-Macon Presbytery, and sup- 
plied the pulpits of Crawfordville 
and Penfield, Ga., Presbyterian 
churches before coming to Belmont. 


Mr. Dodds is married to the for- 
mer Betty Klostermeier of Gettys- 
burg, Pa. Their address in Atlanta 
will be 256 Kirkwood Road, N.E. 





Sylva —(PN)— The Rev. D. P. 
McGeachy, pastor of the Sylva Pres- 
byterian Church for the last four 
years, has been called to be pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church of 
Gainesville, Ga., and will assume his 
new duties on Sept. 1. 


While serving as pastor of the 
Sylva church he also directed student 
work at Western Carolina College 
near here. During his ministry a stu- 
dent house has been purchased and 
operated for the benefit of the Pres- 
byterian students in the total student 
body of approximately one thousand. 


Mr. McGeachy completed his un- 
dergraduate work at Union Theologi- 
eal Seminary in 1954, and following 
a year of graduate study at that 
seminary he became pastor of the 
Sylva church in 1955. 





Montreat —(PN)— The sixth an- 
nual Southern States Faculty Con- 
ference was held Aug. 24-28 at Mon- 
treat. This conference is sponsored 
by the Board of Christian Education, 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., and the 
Board of Education of the Methodist 
Church, in cooperation with the fac- 
ulty Christian Fellowship. 


Co-chairmen of the conference 
were Dr. Hunter Blakely, Richmond, 
Va., secretary of the division of 
higher education, from the Presby- 
terian Board; and Dr. Richard N. 
Bender, director of religion in higher 
education for the Methodist Board 
which is located in Nashville. 
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THIRTY PROGRAMS FOP 
YOUNG PEOPLE. B. Hoyt Evans. 
Baker Book House. $1.50. 


There is a growing demand for 
programs for young people that are 
trustworthy in content and relevant 
to the needs of the present genera- 
tion. Judged by the number of let- 
ters we have had inquiring about 
such material there must be many 
people concerned about such pro- 
gram helps. 


Mr. Evans, for some years, has 
prepared the young people’s pro- 
grams for the Southern Presbyterian 
ournal. His materials have been 
used in many places with profit. 
They are simple so that no elaborate 
planning is necessary for effective 
presentation. Twenty-four of these 
programs deal with such important 
subjects as “What the Bible Says 
About God”, “What the Bible Says 
About Christ”, “What the Bible 
Says About the Holy Spirit”, “What 
the Bible Says About Man’, “What 
My Church Means to Me’, “What I 
Mean to My Church”, “What Every 
Protestant Should Know”, “Christian 
Family Life”, “How to Use the Bi- 
ble’, “What Is Prayer’. There are 
six programs for special days such 
as Easter, Graduation, our heritage 
of freedom, I pledge allegiance, 
Thanksgiving, and Christmas. 


The reader is soon impressed with 
the adaptability of these programs 
and how they are geared to the vital 
interests of life. In the Foreword, 
the author expresses the hope that 
“through these programs some young 
people will come to a life-giving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ and many 
others will know Him better.” We 
are persuaded that this hope will be 
fulfilled as adult leaders place before 
young people the contents of this 
book. The material is of such a char- 
acter that though it is aimed pri- 
marily at high school youth, it could 
be effectively used with young adults. 
We predict that this volume will be 
so useful that those who employ the 
material will want more hae books. 

—John R. Richardson 








EXPOSITION OF PROVERBS. 
Charles Bridges. Sovereign Grace 
Book Club. $6.95. 


One of the most ancient forms of 
instruction is teaching in proverbs. 
The mind is easily arrested by terse 
sentences. The wise man has de- 
fined the elegance of proverbs under 
the figure of “apples of gold in pic- 
tures of silver.” Proverbs are de- 
signed to make a permanent impres- 
sion and drive closer home to the 


heart and _ conscience significant 
truths. 


Teaching in the form of “eae 
is recognized even before t 


e age of 


Solomon (I Samuel 24:13). The clas- 
sies have recorded many aphorisms 
similarly constructed from men of 
wisdom. 


Charles Bridges, who wrote this 
volume in 1846, gave to the church 
a volume of enduring quality. He 
believed that Proverbs was a Book 
for the Young and his exposition 
contains material that is invaluable 
for young people. The author shows 
the importance of deep-seated prin- 
ciples in the heart, the responsibility 
of conduct in every step of life, the 
danger of trifling, deviations for ex- 
pediency’s sake, the value of self- 
discipline and the habit of bringing 
everything to the Word of God. 


The treasures in this volume should 
find a place in the libraries of all 
who have a responsibility for teach- 
ing the Word of God. Young peo- 
ple’s groups could well afford to 
spend a year in the study of this 
volume. 

—John R. Richardson 





UNTIL THE DAY DAWN. James 
A. Cogswell. Bd. of World Missions, 
1957. $2.00, pp. 226. 


This is a delightful account of the 
hundred years of Protestant missions 
in Japan. The author, one of our 
fine missionaries to Japan, gives the 
world and national background of 
each period and then lets us see the 
working of God through the preach- 
ing, teaching and serving of His 
servants. The reviewer was fasci- 
nated by the reminders of those one 
has studied about or known. Our 
Presbyterian, U. S., part of the story 
begins with Dr. McPheeter’s Church 
in St. Louis. Columbia Theological 
Seminary’s part begins with Rev. S. 
R. Brown who was trained here and 
Dr. Hepburn whom our J. Leighton 
Wilson persuaded to go to Japan. 
Then one finds the McAlpines, the 
Fultons, Jenkins down to Cain, 
Moore, Brady, Bryon, McCall, Bor- 
chert and the Petersons. These have 
gone forth from our institution to 
labor with their brethren of other in- 
stitutions and from other de- 
nominations to serve the Lord Christ 
until the day dawn for Japan. One 
of my former pastors, Dr. R. B. 
Grinnan was an early Union alumnus 
who served nobly in this missionary 
endeavor. Dr. Charles Logan taught 
missions here on one of his fur- 
loughs. Throughout the book there 
is sounded the need for patience and 
faith in God that the harvest shall 
come and the meal be leavened. 
More power to those who are carry- 
ing on, building upon the foundation 
so ably laid by these pioneers of the 


faith. 
—Wm. C. Robinson 





Buy Your Books 
from 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Book Department 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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About 250 faculty members from 
100 or more colleges and universities 
heard four addresses on “Christian 
Faith in a Changing World”, given 
by Dr. Kermit Eby. Dr. Eby is Pro- 
fessor of Social Sciences, University 
of Chicago. 


Speakers on “Education in a 
Changing World” included: Dr. John 
D. Moseley, president of Austin Col- 
lege, Austin, Tex.; Dr. Sam P. Wig- 
gins, Dean of Instruction, Peabody 
College, Nashville, Tenn.; Dr. Ro- 
land M. Frye, professor of English 
at Emory University, Atlanta, Ga.; 
and Dr. Myron F. Wicke, dean of 
arts and sciences, Southwestern Uni- 
versity, Georgetown, Tex. 


Deans for the Conference were 
Dr. Charles Lester, dean of the grad- 
uate school at Emory University; and 
Dr. James W. White, professor of 
physics, University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville. 





TENNESSEE 


Concord Presbyterian Church, 
Memphis Presbytery, Trenton, Tenn. 
reports large crowds at a revival 
meeting just closed. The guest min- 
ister was Rev. Joe C. Gardner, Pa- 
ducah, Kentucky. The Junior choir 
of eighteen voices sang each night. 
God has done great things for them 
and three people were added to the 
Church on profession of faith. 


This field is in need of a pastor 
to serve three churches in the im- 
mediate vicinity of Trenton. A 
manse is furnished and is within a 
radius of three miles of the churches. 
There is a particular opportunity for 
work among many young people, and 
the need for visitation is great. 


Anyone interested write Mr. Floyd 
Bardford, RFD, Milan, Tenn. 





Portland —(PN)— Rev. John 
Stanley Thomas, retired member of 
Columbia Presbytery, died here Aug. 
8 at the age of 89. Mr. Thomas was 
born in New Bern, N. C., Apr. 8, 
1870, the son of Charles Randolph 
and Emily Pitkin Thomas. 


He studied at Oberlin College, 
Union and Princeton Theological 
Seminaries, and the University of 
North Carolina, being a member of 
Delta Kappa Epsilon fraternity at 
the latter place. 


Ordained in April of 1898, Mr. 
Thomas held pastorates in N. C., Va., 
Tex., Fla., La., Ark., Miss., and Ten- 
nessee. Beginning in 1930, he served 
as evangelist in Burgaw, N. C., Tus- 
caloosa, Ala., and Brookhaven, Miss., 
until his retirement. 


He was married on June 20, 1905 
to Margaret Kennedy of Montgomery, 
Ala., who preceded him in death 
seven years ago. This marriage was 
blessed with four children, three 
daughters and a son, of whom two 
daughters survive. One brother, 
Rev. Fred Thomas of Norfolk, Va., 
also survives him and four grand- 
children. 
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with the new 





GRADED LESSONS 





fully new (two years now ready—third 
year to come October 1960), more in- 
teresting, helpful, understandable. And 


most important... all are true-to-the- '"""""— 


Bible! Mail coupon for complete in- 
formation. New lessons in four age 


ine sameacclaleriae. 











Derr. sP-2 


USE THIS COUPON 


levels: Preschool, Primary, Junior, Jun- | STANDARD PUBLISHING, Cincinnati 31, Ohie 
ior High; each with take-home paper. | Please send FREE brochure on Standard Graded 


For each study, a teachers’ quarterly, | Lessons and samples of Take-home Story Papers 


classroom visual aids teaching packet, 
and pupils’ activity material are pro- 
vided. Junior course is a three-year 
through-the-Bible study, and features 
memory works projects for the pupil. 


NEW TAKE-HOME STORY PAPERS 


| Am Interested in Graded Lessons for 


() Nursery 
[] Preschool Dept. 
[_] Primary Dept. 


(] Junior Dept. 
[] Junior High Dept. 
[] Advanced Youth 


Interested in Take-home Story Papers checked: 


(_] Four and Five () Sunday Storytime 








a ' [_] Junior Life [) Straight 
Additional Bible teachings to carry | 
home each week. Papers in full color. | Nome-.........----------- 
Four and Five . . . For preschoolers; Bible | PIO sroecesneernneenenseerestantiititi SS ela 
art, stories; things to do. 
Sunday Storytime . . . Simple; large type; COG vstéscctentmitiieinsati i 
for primary ‘eteiaid . 
Junior Life . . . Full of stories and activities | Position ix church ....... 
that fascinate and teach. § Name OF Ce nna ceesensasasnilaiitinsliienbiali 
Straight . . . For teenagers; their language; 


challenging; pocket size. 


Average Sunday-school attendance._.._..... 





Memphis Presbyterians Plan 
Visitation Campaign and 


Christian Crusade 


Big things are ahead this fall for 
Presbyterians of all branches (US, 
USA-United, Cumberland and Asso- 
ciate Reformed) living in Memphis 
and surrounding areas, when all unite 
in a six night Christian Crusade to 
be held at the Ellis Auditorium in 
Memphis, October 18-23. The guest 
preacher will be Dr. Louis Evans, 
Pastor-at-large for the USA-United 
Presbyterian Church, and song leader 
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of national reputation is also being 
secured for the occasion. 

Preceding the Crusade, a city-wide 
evangelistic visitation emphasis will 
get under way with a mass inspira- 
tional meeting on Sunday afternoon, 
October 4, under the direction of 
Dr. Cecil Thompson of Columbia 
Seminary. This will be followed by 
an intensive area-wide personal visi- 
tation program on Monday, Tuesday 
and Wednesday evenings, October 5- 
7, with the intervening period be- 
tween then and the 18th Schon used 
for necessary follow-up activities. 
Nearly fifty churches are enthusiasti- 
cally planning to share in this out- 
standing opportunity. 








i 
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MEMO: 


TO CHURCH BUDGET COMMITTEES 


about your Minister and Fulltime Lay Personnel 


CHECK OUR PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH’S 
LIBERAL LIFE & MAJOR MEDICAL INSURANCE 



























Class 1 Class 2 Class 3 
. Ordained (a) All Unskilled 
Schedule of Benefits and Costs», Oréained , 3 
os Heads of ‘ Skilled Six Months 
gencies and/or Lay Service, and 
, yey Personnel (b) All Others MAJOR 
o Are Under Who Have 
7 — Under Age 65 Age 65 Reached Age 65 MEDICAL BENEFITS 
— ee $4,000 $2,000 $1,000 ae = ~ 
ace , , , 
Major Medical Expense—Employee “and “Dependent RETIRED PERSONNEL 

Lifetime Maximum Benefit ..............................—..... $7,500 $7,500 $7,500 

i Deductible Amount Requirement ............................ $50 $50 $50 $2 500 

Benefits Payable after the Deductible Amount 9 

Requirement Is Satisfied: / ° 4 

Covered Medical Expenses ..... 75% 15% 75% Maximum Benefit 
Private Room and Board Limit for r Daily "Hospital, ee ter dally ch P 

Cc Pas ospital’s maximum regular ily charge for . 

aanges semi-private room and board, or in the case of ($100 Deductible, 
a hospital which Fon gee only private room and 75% by Insurance, 
board facilities, 80% of the hospital’s minimum > 
daily room and board charge. 25% by Insured) 

Maternity eae epentent Wi Wives — cane ‘ 

Maximum  Aeaeiasiadatianiaiain 150 ; ; 
Pg Write for Full Details 
Employee Only - ——— $85.29 $61.61 $49.77 

In addition, you may, if you a. pares your wife and dependent children for the Major 
Medical and Maternity Expense benefits described above at an annual premium of $63.03, 
regardless of the number of dependents. 














Medical Expenses also cover: 

Physician, Anesthetist, Diagnostic X-Ray, Private Nurs- 
ing, Laboratory Examinations, Drugs, Medicines, Physiotherapist, Ra- 
dium Therapy, other medical expenses incurred outside of the hospital. 

ONE DOES NOT HAVE TO BE HOSPITALIZED 


NO PHYSICAL EXAM REQUIRED DURING JANUARY 


Write to 


BOARD of ANNUITIES and RELIEF 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 


341-C-Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., Atlanta 8, Ga. 
Chas. J. Currie, Ex. Sec. 
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